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TO THE PtJBLIG. 



MoNTKvuE, Frederick County, Maryland, 

February 19, IS^S**"*^ 

Conspicuotis calucDoiators, who have labored to forestall and 
penrert public sentiment, have left ine no alternative but this, to 
me exquisitely painful, publication. Sensible of tbe^partial success 
of their contrivances, for ajlong period of time I submitted almost 
in silence to the shocking aad disgusting slanders of me, which 
they disseminated. For a woman was involved ; and enren if I 
had not tenderiy and desperately ioved^ her sex alone was sacred 
in my consideration. If not ray wife, eren if a stranger, I; cdiild 
not, without infinite reliietance, expose her frailties, or soil^her 
oharacter* Never havrl taken a liberty with, spoken ill of, or 
given umbfage to any virtuous female. . At now past life's meri- 
dian, I can with perfect truth aver, that the chastity, privacy, or 
society, the name or cherracter of a woman, of any woman of 
character, never was invaded or disparaged:by any act or word of 
mine. Having lived, until somewhat advanced in years^ a life of 
study and ambition, little familiar with female society, I may have 
seemed wanting in that respect and 'attention for ladies which* no 
doubt refines and improves man. But to. degrade one, as has 
become the stern duty ami only alternative of my self- preserva- 
tion, is a resort to which I could be driven only by the daggers of 
the men of her family, aimed at the only portion in lite I have left, 
dearer to' me tiian life i^eK— a character till now unblemished, 
and which must and shall be vindicated, at whatever co^t. 

When the horrible doubts of Mrs, Thomas' fidelity flashed on 
my mind, lacerated ray affections, disordered, distracted, unman- 
ned me, even my reproaches were never harsh — my ct)nduct was 
not cruel or arbitrary — I exercised no overruling authority, I did 
not repudiate or drive her from ray dwelling. I did not, could 
not, even yield poi^itively my belief to the, evidences against her. 
I still alternately doubted, hoped and confided, and long: f<&lt the 
excruciating agony of one who doubts, yet doats, and fondly lovjes. 

During several months of anguiab« my constant endeavor was 
to prevail on her to leare me and return to her father's bouse, 
^tbout puWic scandal ;• to separate tit leasVtill we might, if pes* 
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sible, coite together again, with my b^ef in' her fidelity reitored 
by her proofs of it made good. I dreaded public scandal for her 
sake and for mine too. I desired, that her parents and friend* 
might interpose, and either reconciliation or separation be brought 
about, without the world's malign intermeddling. To her and facr 
family alone were my distrusts intimated. The public saw no 
outbreak, they bad no e«idettcex>f estrangement* She continued 
apparently unconcerned and sociable in the worid as ever. I re* 
pressed bitter feelings by, at any rate, no act or word of violence, 
betrayed them to others. I sought her family and besought tbeif 
mediation. With great difficulty I prevailed on them to thke part 
in my distress. They avoided ; I insisted on interference. I offer- 
ed every explanation and iacili^y of intercourse with Mrs. Thomas 
and with myself. I unbossomed to them, and to them alone, my 
griefs, which, though unavoidab^ reproachful, were never uttered 
in indrgnsnt ot i^eproachftil language. -They cannot dei^^ that 
my expostulations were often in tears; and that I eani^tly«a* 
treated a domestic investigation and iamily judgment,^ the com<*^ 
plaints I was constrained to prefer, and pioofs I submitted, v 

One of the calumnies attempted to be fastened on me, it iiarak 
treatment, violence of conjugal sway^xicfoarring Mrs. TbomBt fnm 
the liberties of a wife. This mere calumny is without even pre- 
text. I never confined ber -or deprived her of any liberty ^ecanld 
olaim ; and defy proof of it. Never did I upbraid her whk any 
soch terms, as the foHowing disclosures will satisfy every ooe, X 
might have justifiably u^d. On the «Oirtrary, I treated ber uni* 
fbrmly with tenderness. In the presende of her parents in*BaIti- 
more I claimed the right to make this solemn averment ; she did 
not even contest it. In all the fitful moods of distracted affeetion,^ 
which I own almost unsettled my understanding, iK>thrng. violent^ 
crufl or ongenerousr ever marked my deportmeirt, or feA in lbe*«t* 
most paroxysm of grief from my lipfr;* • For I repeat, I am inca]»H 
ble of wantonly wounding any woman; and the one whom this 
narrative must expose, I have had the misfortune to love with the 
fondest, truest, best devotion. 

I own therefore anxiety, that they to whom this appeal is ad-, 
dressed, wrung from me by dire necessity, when all other redre^ 
is denied, I own much anxiety that it may be received as my only 
altei^native from a life of dishonor,' worse than death. I premise 
this statement with the assurance, that it never would have been 
published if any other resort were left for me. After mildly en* 
treating an infatuated wife to return to her parents for domestic 
trial of ray accusations, surrounded and supported by her best 
friends ; after explaining to them that accusation, and repeating my 
prayer for such a trial, an<i consenting toher leaving me and going 
home, as will be hereafter explained, I still and constaMly perse* 
reted in a reserve as near*«)S'fK>8sible'to absolute siknoe ; waiting 
and hoping for refutal of my fears and reatonirion t^-my wifo.. In 
angqish and tll*cnr»eeale^ distraetioii I waited, if ficrt pulieiitly, at 
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iMflt fetbtaringlj m sileiic^, tilt roift^l ftmat it by t]ieu)ifinNi|()M' 
liUBQies of tbe- tni^n' of ber family, "wlio haxe todcAvored to a«sqd^ 
her b^ d^mbg jne. Mrs. Tbeiftas left me and returned to M[ 
fiither's house 7f/}\h the fruits of , marriage in her l)psofn ; yet di4 
laerobers of her family propagate gross and feike imputattotii 
agaiDat me, which, if true, branded her with adultery and ber <Aild 
na^ilegitimate ! Yes; wluk I was.liTing alone in the solitude of 
the large (SoTemor's mansion at Annoipolis, shrioking froB» all as>- 
ftoeiatioD with the world, chief magistrate of the State of Maiyt 
land, for many years before a faitfafiil and not an unknown member 
of the Congress of the United States ; a man till then of fairrepoft^ 
whom even party violence bad not attacked in bis private ehaiac* 
ter ; living thus in such miserable conatrained silence, and 8ub|«^ 
gatioa of leeliog, asafieoted me at times almost ^to insanity on one 
subject, the cunning and aavage champions of a rash wife, fflled. 
the ears of all who would hear them with vulgar, blackgnafd as^ 
persiona on my person, character and reputation. They defemed 
Qot.rne alone, hot the woman ^ey were to vindicate by their vile 
tactics, and. even assailed the child she boae in her bosom, by the 
most destestable and intolerable of ail detractions^ They mortifie4 
and distressed my venerabW amt venerated father, wilb wbosf 
aam« 'dishonor, daring a life of near eighty winters, has never beM 
connected ; a father who received theiportionless daughter of Gof, 
McDoweU as his own, and provided for her every comfort* They 
disgusted and dismayed my . excellent and Irreproachable sisters 
in their unobtrusive spheres of respectable life ; my brother, my 
nephews, ray nieces; a large family to whom till then, I had been 
familiar only as a man worthy of that which it hfid beci^ always 
my ambition to gain, their esteem aiKi afiection. They tried to 
Ufest the puUic and private hopes of one not nil ambitioiis of, ot 
luikoown to publie distinctioBS, or indifieren't to individual es(eto« 
They tried to make a monster of me, by that common rule of a^ 
lessors to anticipate attack by being assailants ; and have hoped 
possibly that false pride would forbid me to expose them and de* 
fend myself. .' . 

Thus goaded, I yet preserved -so much self-possession as to 
seek for justice in a form that would have less exposed the parties 
oonoerned,. than that to which I am now about to resort. By send* 
ing to Oovenu>r McDowell two copiea of the folio^ving ctfoutar, I 
invited judicial investigation : 

AimAPOMs, December 5, 1843. 
His Excellency ^ James McDowelXt, Richmond : 

Sir : It is painful to me after all that has passed, to address to ' 
you this letter. - 

I understand that in Richmond, as well as elsewhere^ letters 
written by you have heen circulated in order to make known Hki 
lAvcumatanoes, which you state led to the separation of myjrif)^ 
ihMA'Viy^eK, Md whteh w<ere of dtmrse calculaf^d to make me (ipM 
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p«m jtbe^parly ofiendbg. 'Althou^ i have not besii Me to io^ 
form myself what were the contents of those letters, yet I muttt 
take it for granted that the matters which you have thought pro* 
per to mentioQ^ in them, justified, in your opinion, the separat^^n ; 
and if so, they must justify^ if not imperiously require, that mea* 
6ttres should be taken to obtain a judicial investigation thereon. 

I write to inform you that in Maryland either the High tlourt of 
Chancery, or th« county courts as courte of equity, have power to 
grant divorces, and to express my anxious desire that in behalf of 
your daughter you will take steps to have a jtidicial investigation 
pf the subject. 

It is not lor me to say to you, how innocent I deem myself to 
have been of any act, which authorised the separation to be brought 
•bout. All that I will allow myself here to say in regard thereto 
{k, that I shall not shrink from any investigation of my oof^duct and 
character ; ^Ul throw no difficulties, t'eohnical or otherwise, in the 
Hmy of a full iind fair investigation or in aay way-delay, a deoisiom 

Without such an investigation, suspicions, injurious it may well 
be supposed to both parties, will exist, and therefore the innocenl 
party must most cruelly suffer. 

, I earnestly request you to give an answer to this letter, so soon 
ns you c^Bj and let me know whether you will institute any aueb 
proceeding, or what course you would suggest, in order that all 
who have a right to feel an interest in the subject may be able to 
know the truth, and the whole truth. 

The Act of Assembly of Maryland, giving jurisdiction in such 
ceases, will be found in the laws of December session, 1841, chap. 
fl&2f which were forwarded to your department. 

Your obedient servant, FRANCIS THOMAS. 

: I have never feared the utmost publicity on my own account. 
B^t I have preferred judicial investigation^ because in courts proof 
may be taken under solemn obligations of oaths and affirmations, 
and in some seclusion from public scorm I sought domestic trial. 
When that seemed to be hopeless, as the next best tribunal, I 
asked for judicial arbitrament. I was reluctant to print and pub** 
lish ^ the abominations that must stain this paper. I respect too 
much and sincerely, the sanctity of the sex. I did love too fond* 
iy, even an unfaithful wife. I hugged, let me confess, too sensi** 
tively my own pride, to appeal to public determination, while my 
chance or hope, without that, remained of either private or judicial 
scrutiny and decision, ^nd I yield now to the necessities that 
constrain me,' much more on account of j^spect for the rights and 
wishes of others,than from any considerations affecting myself alone. 

Finding that Gov. McDowell wpald^ i^ot notice my invitation 
for an appeal, by all parties, to the justice of the courts, in a mo*' 
ment of irritation, which n>ay be p^rhap^paaxl^ned', protoked at 
such a^man as Col. Benton, gravely volunteering,, a? h^e did in bit 
Texas letter, to teach the piibli^,«m^|^Ij§|,I eiddres^i^d to^im, oa 
the 3r(|'day of May, 1844, a iiote> intended,, if p.^^iMe^tjo{>r^f^ 
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iC nothiBf die, at Ifaat^ the Aieafure Gov. McDawell bad dfe^otflt 
Am ht gave me na reply, i sent to Gov. McDowell, in prilif,a 
copy of th« same. f ' . '^ 

Sevetal months haye now elapsed, and no notice has been taken 
of this letter. 'I am thus inevitably brought at last to a stage in 
this most painful affair, when all must see, that dishonored and dis* 
honorable life, or this (ippeal to public jqstice, are the only alterna- 
tives I have left. I have understood, and believe, the eminent and 
reekless defemers of whom I complain, deterred by the general ab- 
horrence at their first maan charges against me, now shelter them* 
adves, and the woman they have undertaken to justify, under Xb% 
more decent, as well as more compendious assertion, that I am 
only insane. I am, it is said, an honorable man, but laboring^un^ 
der a monomania. My assailants are lAierefore not bound to no-^ 
tiee me. They would now leave me to the contempt of the worid^^ 
instead of its execration. I was insane, it is said, when married^ 
went armed to the marriage couch; and with maniac suspicions 
took pistols to bed vrith my wife, designed to take the lives of 
tome of her family. This stpry, fabricated bv one with whom shd 
was too intirdate, and then put in circulation by her father, part of 
the shield they now throw around her, wiH be- shown clearly to be 
false whenever it assumes such a shape as to be entitled to further 
nofice. Whether I am bereft of reason, will appear m the- vindi- 
cation of my much abused conduct, which I am with infinite re- 
luctance about to undertake — disclosing not all the particulars^ 
they could not be put on paper, but under the solotnn injunction 
in a court of justice, to tell the whole truth — but such outline of 
them as I flatter mysdf will carry conviction, that I am not so in- 
sane but that lean be forced to convince all right-minded persons, 
that I have been a true-hearted and faithfnl husband. 

Since Mrs. Thomas has jbined in attempts to destroy me, I f^l 
less reluctance to vindicate^ my own character at her expense. 
Far, however, from the intention of passing judgment against, or 
the most distant desire of establishing the actual guilt of one I 
have bred^ the first wish of my heart still is, that^er innocence^ 
if possible, may be made clear. I wish to vindicate myself with* 
out condemning her. In this publication, therefore, I shall go so 
far only as my own vindication requires. Let her crafty counsel- 
lors, if they dare, aflford the opportunity I seek, to unveil all I 
Jfcnow, and all £ have heard, and they shall look upon it all. Let 
those who <;iraftily put aside the domestic forum, and haughtily 
dispise judicial appeal, now take their course. I am prepared for 
any allernative they or any of them may think proper to eho09e« 

In the spring of the year 1836, when I had been many years^ 
and'had attained to a respectable stsltion in the House of Repre*^ 
sentativ^s of the United States, boarding in the same house with 
OdI. Beaton and. his family, the eldest daughter of 6ot.^McDow- 
^, then a promhriDg youn^ girl of only fifteen years. (^ age, wae 
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999k^ W|(»(u||fiwi^ fitiktio be puttaboafdibg scboH at Olx»g4^ 
town, The yoking My tA^tead q( going to «cbooly for wfaai 
purpose she was sent from home, spent the whole of the session of 
A83& which transpired aft^ her arrival, and nearly the wfaok of 
^e 'session of 1886^'?, in the mess at the same boarding house 
where w^ were ; and at a very, early period of our acquaintance, I 
quote her owo Words, told me, that ^'she had set her cap for me«'' 
Being then thirty*seyeB years of agey without having ever serious* 
iy turned my attention towards nmrriage, I answered, with perhaps 
t^ HHJch plainness, hut with perfect nacerity, '4t will be time 
f Aough for you to think of such things two years hence, after you 
^ave cooipleted yo^r education." In saying this, I spoke like an 
older brother, who, disliked mixed boarding houses for young 
ladies, who have spoken to an interesting and inexperienced 
^te% Ti^is, it is to, be observed, occurred aAer others of the 
me$s had said»to me, that they had discovered, that Col. and Mrs. 
Benton were anxious to o^ake a match between their niece and 
inyself^ With this, I was flattered, and at that early day was 
perhaps more pleased than I was conscious of^ with the prospects 
of such a destiny. Nevertheless, at her tender age, I felt it would 
^ ungenerous to take wivantage of the influence of her friends, 
^nd desired to see her go to her boarding house. Hel uncle and 
fifimily, however, had determined otherwise. I cannot lengthen 
this narrative by introducing proofs of their extreme solicitude, to 
prevent any occurrence that might unfevotably interpose with their 
desiga to prompte our union. These could be adduced in abnn- 
dance, in the course df a courtship frequently interrupted on mv 

Sirt, and as often renewed by the itomediate interposition of CoL 
enton aod her other friends. On one of these several occasionf, 
when the niece, as she fiequently did, made to me the declaration, 
' *^I have/set my cap for you,'' and I gave the usual reply, her 
fMmt, Mrs. Benton, encouraged the advance by remarking, that^ 
9i St. Louis, sbe ^^had seen girls of fifteenr married and leading 
|weet little chiklren along^he streets by the hand." Col. Benton, 
{00^ repeatedly exercised his good offices to encourage and pn>- 
mote the connexion, and remove all interfering obstacles. On 
one occasion, after his niece had returned' toiler fathers, in No« 
Temper, 1839, he invited me to his ofiice, and there urged me, 
frith gr^t earnestness, to visit her at her father's, assuring me, 
^at her parents^ as well as the daughter, desired the match. I 
l^avfe now in possession three of* his letters addressed to me, cos- 
V^ming. each a sentence or taore devoted to this his fevorite pur- 
pp9e,f and' urging me to go to Virginia and court his niece. No 
^^a» more eonspicuotis than Gtov. and Mrs. McDowell at sckae 
stages of the aSair, in the furthering, as far as they could. What 
fj^^od to be to tb^idaughter and her friends a favorite puipoee^ 
iQN^i4^^t^thetiflie,ihesefinooeeding8 to gen^nons :attempt8to 
tvercone my < extreme diffidence^ apd gttai;d a jpinsfe mgr wmit of 
address, they bad[ the effect to create in me for the daughter and 
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«i«oe^ tnpst pamon^t* lore^ and 'for: fctr ^ends 'n db^iiliNl ^ 

taohment ; I- • • ' -.: ^A 

In the summer of 1841, till arrtn^ments being mti^d (Wr lb* 

marriHge, it loaW place oil t-be eighth of Jane 6( that ytdr, ftt Goir; 

McDowell's resilience in Virgini?^. After a few d^ys, passed sit 

her falfcer's residence, sfe^ \tas' c^pfided to me to he tiiken kottia 

to ihe residence provided for her in Maryland. Yourtgafwd in*.** 

perientred as Mrs. Thomas W5>8, I solicited feersfeterjowl'be^ 

cotisins to accompany her to her new hdnle;^ *Nc>t on^'^P ibew 

eoiild Jbe prevailed upon to be- of our party; ^pfAthe^im anidtjgirl 

stcangers without H' fenaale friend j to whose so<fiely she )l;i^be«V 

adcast-oroerf ; aiid 'no one of the mftny young-^ hdies of her targii 

family conneiicfn, ever entered my dwelling duri'iigUtiefit«e*ftirfthi 

she' WHS »n inmate. To repel one of the irhfrndent ch^rg^s^&lie<r4 

wards mnde against me, that I had tiM furnisbed ber witb a ifuita-^ 

ble wardrobe, I must be excused heVe for declaring, tkit CJtiVi 

McDowell's daughter came from her fatber's hou^e to^^ine, wWl 

a warrlrobe so scanty as tt) afford me ample oppoipiunttyiogratiff) 

as I did ^ratify^ my aSectiott for he^, by adding liberally to it* 

rariety, exceeding her own wisbefr irr that respect. •' / u > 

Durins: our stay at her father's house^ »he1oldme trfht^rbK^ig 

kisifeed a young man of her acquaintance at otie flf the {ffrrti#& wa 

attended. I made no comment, but on cnw way hon^e, in eoDseo 

qnenre of th4s communirairon, in connexiort with other occurrcfto 

res, I took ciife to make her understand «he WaS afboiit to be intfcr- 

duced into a sbciety, wherfe such familiarities were ftOfcust^rtf.afyi 

In thie «ame conversation,! condenln€(^the conduct of her:cwsinj 

which had come under my own observ?.lion in ViTgim»-i--a yotirfg 

nranwhom at hec instance, I had, before our marriagfearnl^aft^H 

^ our engagement, invited from his residence Ibere, a ftd<est»bft*b^ 

in Maryland- I bad seen him attempt what I deemed grtisil 

liberties wiih a y<)une lady,.wb6 was ^entitled t4i his paftkfulsr re^ 

«|>ipct. This slight circumstance i« here mentioned beeaund it h lid 

an influence in sub5»eqiienit dccunences. ' A few dftys aftfer mi* 

establishment in Frederick, at the hotel. Ibis pers^ony wh^ywa^'al 

6tiff >it^ddmg, returned to that place. Familiar, as he hbd a figbt 

tn bein nay fnmily, 1 soon perceived an intimacy between him and 

Mf8. Thomas which I did not like, on account of my knowledgts 

(rfbis want of delicacy towards another lady, whiehl had comtoti'-i 

BiffBted to her* There were apparently contrired inteirvieti^V^^t of 

Rf. presence, which coukl not but attraict my notiee^ f^rc^dijtpo^ed 

to) put a firvorable construction on her conduct, I could'riot Cherish 

the sBghtest suspicion of her honor, and l6oked tipon he^ partiei'* 

pation ia these proceeding, as perhaps^ attempts to ma^ ni^ 

jealous. After several disagreeable occunrettces, wbic4i elicit«j4 

DO comment from me. on the 17th «f July, one of tho^ concerted 

int«rviewi took> place, of which I thought proper tosji^aki AM 

bceak£ist, on the morning of that d^y^^b)^ said to me^g^bptatr^^ 

4Hid do nbt return till dinner^tivae, I intend to pa#s4!be Mrm mm 4n 

2 
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^ 10 

mff bed-0(Aai9ber. ^ As soon as be became aware of my nhs^nm^ 

be bastened to her, for when I returned unexpectedly tn a few rfcro- 
v^ls; I^famid them together, m our parlor, at the hotels alone, so 
l^ated that she ehanged her position as toon ns Centered., Wh^n 
we were alone,.! cautioned her against what might be said bj 
any easual obserrer of such apparent familiarity in my absenoe^ 
My admonition was as kind as possible* It was received in a 
hamper and with a tone of deBance. Shortly before this, when b^r 
eousin was riding*in my carriage with us, and she amusing herself 
ami him with a defect in my dress, I checked him for joining afteF- 
Wftrds in; her jeer, when she turned upon me with passion and saki, 
Myoy lire neither a gentleman nor a man of truth. '^ This was the 
first harsh word that ever passed between us. At the moment I 
said nothing, and continued the conversation as if nothing unvsttAl 
had passed. But 'Subsequent occurrences convinced me, as I 
think they will others, that her defending him passionately from 
my re|M*oof, proved, that even then he shared her strong regard* 
Ga the 28nd^of July, we changed our residence, at her instance, 
from the hotel in the town to u.y house one i^ile and ahalf initbe 
country. That evening we were together at a party in towo^ 
wh«re'we aaet ber cousin^ when' her language and deportment 
Qonoerning hitn were rooie than ever remarkable. In the after^' 
noon of the 23rdr as we were riding alone, and talking of th« 
Of?Qiif/ence^ of the night before, she petulantly said to m«y 
"mind I have, not yet broken my marriage vow," to which my 
r^ply was, 9(n exclamation of surprise and regret at her use of sucb 
language. Shortly after our relurn^ home, about twilight, I had 
K^asoQ to l>eli6ve she had a clandestine interview with some one, 
•ad ;tbat ni^ht «hc suspicion was much strengthened. The aexrt 
toot-flling, after discovering additional proof that some one had 
been secretly at my residence, I did not hesitate to make known 
tQiher my ^^ppfehensiorf of the foci. And then, for the first time^ 
Iftold her thai my confidence was, impaired, and urged .her witja 
a>)Ui*h yearnestness ;t(Vgo with me to her friends. She protested 
her innocetice. confessing' that her cousin had promised to come 
loi^^y hbuse the evening' before, but declare<l that he had aoA 
eome^ or at least she had not seen him. I still insisting we shoukl 
separate, she proposed, as a^means of convincing me of her fideU. 
ity and attach uient, that she would require him to leave that para 
of the cmntry^ . Throughout the 24th and 25th, this paHifulooof* 
test continued^ until at last I yielded to her entreaty. Harassed 
with doubts, end still incapable of believing what seemed to ber 
extremely improbable, I Was not unwilling to submit thematlertor 
Ajfltber investigation. I had no positive proof to found an opinioor 
bponrihe 5^tHie of t,h^ interview, if it occurred, was out. -of ih^ 
hou^e: oine-of the parties a woman but six weeks marriedjamt 
the other a young relative, then living on my boi^rity. There wsta 
aotbipf ia^y own hearty that did not teach me to resbt tbe^eea** 
rt tt f i a aa io wbiak a t^ain of ^iretamstances dircctlv led, and t9 
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as J cqQS^nted to her airrangemeat, ski w^ikt inicy w ^jpi^i^g . 
roqm and forthwith brought to oie the following htte;, JDteQjde^ 
for him, the original oi which in her hand-writing i# uoufii^ a>j|r 
pNOSsession: 

Near Frederick, July, 26/. 
SiTy— Your unaccountably strange deportment and insulting 
Jooks to me, have awakened my suspicions as to the prober d^ 
gree of respect with which you regard my character, and I h^^xe 
determined to act as an honorable woman should do — ^distinctly 
and. explicitly — I will not again be insulted by youikvile preseijce, 
and desire you will, without delay^ give some pr4$iext to the people 
around you, and leave this place. That any human being .shoMl4 
dare entertain wrong design^ and polluting wishes to me, WQuJd 
be villainy indeed, but then that you, you who bavei b^en r;iis^ 
with me as fi brother, who. have received from my father and h^Sf 
band too, thje utmost kindness— that yoa should entertain ito me 
s>uch designs^ such polluting, such base designs, is a piece of y'\\^ 
lainy, of rascality, of baseness, unparaUelled, unheard of. , In 
twenty-four hours let me hear that the town is rid of stich a monr 
ster, such a piece of villainy as you are. And do not dare to ini 
SMit me again by your detestable presence. Gooff--i7ev^r let m4> 
bear of such a creature of ingratitude, of .pollution— such a being 
of iniquity, who would dare, for the gratification of the^n;eaI>est, 
most pahry vanity, outrage by looks even, the virtuous teelinnts Oif 
a w^man, and that woman the wife of a man who has befrieaided 
and assisted you — and that woman the daughter of an uoole, who % 
has always shown you the ufmost kindness and affection, and ban ^ 

endeavored to make you feel, for him and his children, the kindest 
and purest sentiments. Begone from this place — for earth itftelf 
hardly finds a parallel for you in baseness. Let mie never hear of, 
arid as for you, do not dare to thrust yourself in 
me — such a wretch as you are. I have no pity^ i 
for you. . S, C. ] 

Fondly anxious, as I then was, to distrust every 
cumstance, I did not perceive in that letter, what n' 
and I think must every other rfader, the preghanc; 
sions. Blinded then by an infatuated attachment, 
aiizte the truth of acknowledgments by her, that ha 
hef'pollution. Remonstrating with her on the coarsi 
era! chj^facter of this letter, I indicated how I thoi 
comvey her wisfhes in diifFerent and more apprOprial 
thereupon, without my presence, wrote the follov 
original counterpart of which, in her hand writing, 
possession : 

<' Your deportment to roe since I was ma^rriedi makes a fiuttber 
inteicourse betwqen us extremely painful. And? as wie^easaot Ute 
ID the same town, upoQ any othet than the moat cardial tawoH^ 
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%iflt(ml*«3Mitkif tbe crhieitoi of ill aronnd, I desire joti ^*H1 ledr^e 
. fc^reatas early a period as possible. I do this— I m^ke this 
request after the calmest deliberation — ^and must insist, tb^t you 
ot^y me without tht least <lelay. The contents of this note will 
never be mentioned by aie to any human being, and for ihe sakt 
of both of our families and all concerned, I beg you will make a 
Mke resolution. Be well assured that no effort on your part can 
eter induce me to change this determination, so solemnly m:ule. 
Any exertion by you, to renew our intercourse, will only oblige 
me to call in aid the counsel and advice of others. 

JwZy26, 1841.. \ S. C. P. T.' 

This was delivered to her cousin on the day it bears date, in 
Frederick, where he resided. It is but common justice to myself, 
to contradict here, a false charge which has been circulated, by 
impressing upon this, and I may add, uponall parts of my narra- 
tive, that in no instance, under any excitement or provocation, did 
I ever threaten, coerce or abuse the woman who has caused rae all 
my troubles. On this, the first occasion of decided difference, 
after two days contest, I submitted to herairangement. Still be- 
lieving I should be compelled to place her amongst her friends, 

Jt of my itnmediate femily, I nevertheless treated her without the 
lightest harshness or nidecorum, which was avoidable. And 
much superior as her self*possession was to mine on all occasions, 
it was pre-eminently so on this, as must be obvious to all w^ho 
read these recorded evidences of the transaction. His offence was 
charged upon him by her. And all that remains now, is to pub^ 
lish, as I proceed to do, the written evidences, fn his hand writing, 
in my possession, of his prevarications and flight. 

On the same day he received Mrs. Thomas' letter, I received 
from him the following, remarkable lor nothing but the miserable 
hypocrisy by which it is characterised : 

Fkedehick.town, July 26th. 
iKr,-— -I received this morning 4he singular, and to me most in- 
exphcalde note of Mrs. Thomas. From the character of the note; 
its abruptness-— ofTepsiveness, and dictatorial style, I am constmin- 
ed to believe, that it was suggested and dictated by you. It is 
proper, therefore, at all events so,^ that I should address myself to 
you, 

I l^hve to ask, as an act of justice to myself, independent of all 

other considerations, that | may be put in possession o( \\\e/acis 

"V^'hich show that n^ ^^deportmenV^ towards Mrs. Thomas has been 

^pnkind, or unlike it has ever been. 1 am at a loss to know in 

^ yhijit it has consisted, and I desire therefore that I may be answer- 

, ^d parlicu^rlyi 

For to me, this abrupt termination of an intercourse, /cr the 
cause assignedy is not less painful, than utterly inexplicable. 

1 I must be pardoned, sir, for calling your attention to a sentiment 
^»hi th« concltrsion of the note, signed by Mrs. Thomas — to which 
1 1 AbuDd b# WMtkig to proper spirit^ if I did tiot reply. It is this 
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~»*Aiiy exertioii by y6u, to renew our intercourse,' will only oWij^e 
me to call ih aid the counsel and advice of others.** Now, sir, 1 
trust that I have too much honest pride, more self respect, and a 
better appreciation of the rights due to myself, than to seek or 
desire the renewal of our intereouse, terminated in this extraordU 
nary manner. The implied threat, and ungenerous insinuation, 
therefore, that if it were attempted — the ^''advice and counsel of 
others" would be called in "aid," is wholly gratuitous. 

As to one oi^*er request in this extraordinary note-^-that I 
should leave town, and ^'obey" without the "least delay" — I have 
only to say, that I acknowledge obedience to no person or persons 
under heaven, save my own parents. If I have answered 'this 
note with unbecoming warmth, a sufficient reason will be found in 
wounded pride, and a feeling of indignation at this abrupt and 
unwarranted separation ; concluded, without giving me to under- 
stand its exact cause^ and without asking explanation of any mis- 
understanding, or unfounded suspicion that might be entertained. 

Your oflSce shall be vacated as soon as I can make arrangements 
to leave it, which will be by Wednesday morning, ^{farthest. I 
hope that you will favor me with a reply to this note at your ear- 
Uesi convenience. Your ob't. serv't.. 



By itself, thiS|Jetter would not, perhaps, throw much light upon 
his character and conduct. But when contrasted with another 
letter, here inserted, written by him on the same day to a client 
in the county, which accidentally, near twelve months afterwards, 
came to my posses^ion, I will permit the reader to draw his own « 
conclusions : 

" Fredericktown, July 26th^ 1841. 
My Dear Sir, — Circumstances of a private nature imperatively 
require that I should return to Virginia, with the expectation of not 
again returning to Frederick. I vv#)uld, therefore, be obliged to you, 
if you Wv>uld send by letter, as soon as you can conveniently, the 
fee due to me, in the case submitted for a written opinion. I shall 
leave Frederick the latter part of this week, and if you cannot 
forward it in time for me, send it to this office any how, and Mr. 
Rigney will forward it to my direction in Washington, where I 
shall be detained a few days. I am sorry to trouble you, and 
would not do so under other circumstances. > 

Yrs. with much respect, _- 

In her letter to him was bis first intimation that there was any 
distrust of his misconduct ; unless he had been before apprised of 
it by her in secret interview. And yet, immediately upon the re* 
ceipt^of her letter, he makes ready to com|>ly with her requej^t. 
Upon receiving his impertinent letter to me, 1 went to Frederick, 
and found him making preparations to go. I said little mare but 
that he must not only leave the towu, but cojoamanUfid bim to do 
so in absolute silence, at to the cause of bis going* He agre^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



.14 

to JO as I required, a^id qn the 29th did leav^ the Sti^e of Marj* 
JanCf and joinecr Col, Benton and his family in Washington. 

Although I had so far yielded to her entreaties as to adopt her 

plan for getting rid of her cousin, of whom she said to me when I 

was leaving home for that purpose, '*beat him Mr. Thomas, but 

dont kill him,'* I still persisted in my determination to take her 

liome to her family, and should probably have had th^ heart to 

firmly but mildly execute my purpose, if it had not been that within 

a few days she g;ive me to understand she bore the fruit of our 

marriage, as would appear in the course of nature; and insisted 

rnestness, that time would show this had been her 

mth before. Then it was that affection, struggling 

s, and ignorant as I was on such subjects, believing 

n could not be the result of promiscuous intercourse, 

le intention of taking her home, and undertook to 

)Ie, the true character of the woman I had married. 

s led me to desire to look into certain letters, once 

' perusal by Mrs. Benton, and I requested Mrs. 

t them from her aunt, which was doncr-copies, of 

inserted : 

Pxtract from the letter of Mrs, Benton^ which accompanied the 
following letters when forwarded to her nieccy dated 

Washington City, D. C, August 13/A, 1841. 

My. Dear Sally ^ — Your note of the 11 tb was received yesterday. 
I send the letters as desired. It is well if you want th^m^that 
you wrote for them at once, as I was on the point of destroying 
them as things useless, that had only served to produce disagreea- 
ble feelings, every token of whicl^ I wanted buried in oblivion. 
Do make my regards acceptable to your husband, and accept for 
yourself the earnest affection of your Aunt Bentow. 

Mrs. C. P. McD. Thomas. 

. The following are the letters enclosed under frank from CoL J?en- 
toTif with names omitted: 



To Miss Sally McDowell,--^! have been minutely informed bf 
the serious flirtation that you carried on with my husband last 

^winter, and I would not now condescend to write to you on the 
subject, were it not for the sake of those to whom you are con- 
nected, to spare the feelings of your parents, to whom I at first 
thought I would appeal, I now write to you, and do most sol- 
emnly assure you, that all intercourse between you and ---^— 

must cease, or you wnll be made to regret it as long as you live. 
J know you well Miss McDowell. I saw you make use of every 

• art and blandishment to force the attention of single gentUmen ; 
and finding you cofuld not succeed, you followed, flattered and ca- 
ressed married meti, until you coerced thdr attentions. The first 
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object of y oar pqrinit was Mr. Never can I iforg^t the ex* 

pression of your oountenance, when you toid me one day that yoir 
thought Mr. *-— would be mighty glad to hear that his wife wan 

dead, ao that he could offer you his hand. Mr. left Mr- 

*- ' a and then you commenced your* allurements against *— *-^ 
[my husband.] I have often, indeed! may say daily, seen you^ 

watch my huarband's return from the- fly out to meet him, anid 

two or three times during the day, whenever you saw him enter 
the house, seize both his hands, and if you thought no person wa^ 
present, pay him the most extravagant compHments-^ndeed it 

appeared to rae that it was quite difficult for " *' ^ to keep you out 

of his arms whenever he met you. The morning of the day I firit 

kft Washington city last year with - ^ when any person of thd 

Wast delicacy would have supposed that my husband mnd setf 
desired to be alone, as we were to be separated for sdme montbsf 
you came into our room and annoyed me mostio death by hang-^ 
jng around — -**- in the most indelicate manner. You followed ui 
down to the cars, and as I was entering one of them after myh^Sfi 
band, yo«i rudely pushed me back and dashed yourself on the seat 
by — : — , in* such a manner as to preclude the possibility of my 
■ getting near him. I then indignantly told you that you had better 
run off with — ^^. You replied with the most shameless effron- 
t'ery, that it was his place to run off with you; but why attempt 
to recapitulate scenes that would fill a volume; could the high- 
souled, n6ble-minded Col. Benton or Mrs. Benton have seen the 
thbusamltb part ^f your levity of ct)ndHct,t6 call it by the geiVtlesrt 
name,ahd whfch yon had the consummate «Ht to conceal from th^mj 
they could not ^elp thinking that you were a most improper compan* 
ion for their mferesting daug|?ters. Your cdndacft last winter, wa8 
^«ch as to make you feel the'profoundest gratitude towards j — ^ 
for his forbearance. Fe^ men on earth rn the meridian of Itfi*': 
kandsom^ and ardent in their feelings like my good husband'isij 
could have resisted your alturemeot*. ' You speculated largely hH 
the prospeets of my death last winter, when yon heard of the dread^ 

fwl malady which raged in *' . Let me tttl you Mi^^ 

McDowell, had I ten thousand lives, and was to lose them fill, It 
wouUl be of no benefit to you.*^ Had you th^ wealth of worlds frtr 
your dower, {and did my husband admire you, as I know he does 

not,) I am confident - — — has too much respect for himself 

to marry you. You have paid that — prbmised you that 

be w6uld not take roe to Washington city this winter. You Wefl 
knew when you made that assertion, that it was a-n untruth. ^' 
Now, Miss McDowell, I wish you to inform me what course y^ti 
intern! to take as it respects this letter, if you intend to let my huss 
band see it, and twake another effort to the many you have made irt 
vain, to destroy our domestic happiness, I will havelhis letter pub^ 
lished, and ht the world see $ touch of th^ times in Washington 
oky. If oil the contrary you wJHpermft prudence t6 guide you, 
Wt aU intfeitfourttf drop b^^tVeerf ytm ?CAd itiy husbaiidv i^ttim tti^ 
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by letkr bis picture and lock of hair, \ti no third person beerof or 
aee^his letter, tbeny and not until then, shall this subject be dropped 
forever* You have trifled too long with my feeJirt^s, I catinot bea^ 
it Jiny longer. Young; and lovely as my angelic daughver tvasy 
ymi.U)ok tt^ greatest delight in wounding l>er feelings. ThcA-ery^ 
admiration (allbough but a child) she excited, appearwl like worm- 
irood to your soul, and for the last few weeks we stayed in: Wash* 
ington city, you soi»ght every opporltmity of annoying and dis- 
tressing that gentle being, whose precocious mind and great love- 
liness of persQn> made y^u feel your own littleness, ahhough she 
was but '— -« — years old, and you had, at the least, the appearance 
•f a Wi»U grown woman of twenty. You had better reflect wdl 
before you determine what to do with this letter, I am prepared 
for J he worst, and I well know, shculd it become public, (wbicbi 
in0st certainly shall be the case if I ever hear of a third person seei^ 
ing it,) who will be thought in the right. I ask of you my bus- 
band's picture, his lock of hair, and that all intercourse shall cease 
between you. Comply with this, and I will never even mention 
your name again. Refuse my request, and you will soon find wha< 

ft ^ woman can do to save a husband she fondly^ *d early loves 

from , I will not say what. : — * .^* 

" To Mrs, Benlon^ — In reply to your note just received, I must 
frankly say, that as far as your statements went of what you know of 
Miss McDowell's eon<luct on the painful subj< rt referred to, I have 
not a doubt. Miss MeDnwell was informed by myself, (which I* 
mentioned in my letter,) that her great fieedom with my husband 
was disagreeable to me; her reply to me was as ins^)Jent as it/ 

couhl be, and .•'he did not ebange her conduct to — . And 

this is the young l»dy you require* me to make an apology to ;^ 
ftfie who ever treate;] me with the most pointed dislike, frotn the 
firpt moment I ever saw lier. You may enclose the letter yon 
metition to my dear husband ; you may again give jlhevcbristiim> 
evidence of your feeling towards me, by making a. difficulty be^ 
tween my busband and myself. You have the power to do so, 
fmd^ I expect not nor do I ask for merry from Mrs. Benton ; but 
ten thousand deaths would I die before 1 would make an acknow¥ 

. ledgment to her who has ever bfen my enemy. My faaiiJy, my^ 
connexions, are as respectable and as good as yours ever were;' 
and I am not to be brow-beaten and threatened, not ewn by the 
wilf ^f the noble, glorious Col. Benton. I said all I could say, 
when I told you, that I deeply regretted ever having written iki 
Utter. If that will not satisfy you, do your worst. After an 
absetK^e of many months from my husband--rmoDths bf suffering 
illness, you did not permit me to enjoy his society forty-eight 
hours, before you made a complaint to him, that you well knew 
would displeane bim with me* May God forgive you for it, MiSii 
^e^op. JMi your matchleM husband kpow of your cruifl course 

^ tow^rda^e, I am" confident tbef be would dil^pprove of it^' bul 
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fce^veJiOO^ infottd mbbaband of.anytUag.toa. iiUe's dtiid* 
imntege, I upould think I dossrrsd tbeiritfaearrngbUglit of Hearen, 
fpn^ tiyuig to injtre that wfaieb €bd bad. joined togelhee. By out 
marolfiil HeaTenly. Father, in another and; betters world, we will 
hoth be jttdged, and profession will' tfaeb be disoomred is not 
principle. - ' ' 

.Farewell f^veTer Mrs. Benton, for die saketof 06L Benton, thq^ 
gMat, the good Col. Benton, and yx)ur dear, ohildren; may every 
hapyiaees attend yon,'' . »"i t ^ ^, .; .,„ i , ■ 

" Washington City, March 28. 
fMrs, Benton, — :For many reason? I regret addressing to Miss 
McPowell, the letter you mention i;i your Ust epistle to me. Not 
wisMag P wound your feelings, (a kindness which yoi(i hs^ve been 
very far from extending to me,) I Jiey^ inform€4 you of the crue 
manner iu which my dear departed daughter and myself v(ere per* 
secuted by Miss McDowell, for a long time before I hfi this city 
Not even to my husband, did I. impart that conduct of Miss 
McDowell, which annoyed so much our little daughter-^irom the 

rofound respect I felt for your truly great husband and yourself, 
hoped, by at £irst speaking ^o your ni^ce , herself, urging her Xq 
change her conduct towards me, that she woqld at least let nie 
aloTOf Finding th^t every thing I said to her (>nl^ [^.^de hep 
ipbre determined in her previous co^rs^ I addressed that letter to 
her^ which I now very much regret ever sendii^g, 

** Washington City, Deember 11, 1889. 
To Mrs. Benton, — ^Ever as prompt to acknowledge a fault as 
to resent an injury, I now, Mrs. Benton, through you, mdst sin- 
cerely ask the foregiveness of your niece, Miss AlcDo well,' for the 
letter that I once addressed to her, in which I done her very great 
injustice. The only apology that I can offer, is, that, as it respects 
Miss McDowell, Ixhave been cruelly deceived by one, 'wrRb, t 
thought, w^as bound to me by every tie of gratitude and friendship. 
Kespectfully yours, '■ -:^'' 

In the sumeier of 1$4P^ aften my. ^^Agagemeat with her mece^ 
Mrs* B«jtQn placed in my bands for p^rnisial tbe^fe letters. They 
bear the signature of a.Jady, ^h0se.5ftQ)p I Mfill not, for obvious 
rotsonsi introduce into this narrtitive<r The nootive yrbiehled Mnir, 
Benton to offer them to my perusal^ I have nev^ understood... Like 
the letter last before .tnentipned, hQWever, they si^em to have soum 
jNToyidentialiy to my knowledge. When oflfered ^o me in 1840, 1 
reifosed to read them. Peroeiving that they turp«d.Mpon some ot)lin 
tfov^y, the character of iwhiob I did iiot tUen clearly apprehend |I 

^b^tween Miss McDowell apd the lady who wrote them 1 1 wf a to^ 
much inlQvO'tohave any .wish to look into wbat I auppoaedhad 
lMn.9o iHinl^|isa^t,but wholly nni^pof tant ^eprreapwd^n^. Wb» 

, I tiSMM lb wt again to Mrs* BeQtpii> sbe.caU^ «y atteDtitm oft 

? . 
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tbftiaiBt letter ia ^«fis8, whiob I read) and tbeiisaidf oadtm, I 
know your niece, and need na meh certificate of her diar»tar« 
She insisted I ^uld^ take the letters with me to my k>dgingSy 
"which was. done, and they were returned to her the next morntoff. 
Without b^ng read. liV^teyer may have been Mrs. Bentonr* 
motive for handing to me those letters, or for selecting for that 
purpose, doubtless under the direction of a cunni^ adviaer, the 
time she did, three years after the first of these letters were wrriteB^ 
when~I was on my way home after having entered into an engage* 
ment of marriage with her niece,.full of joyous anticipations; there 
can be no doubt that, no human agency, no persuasion, no covert 
appeals to my gallantry or generosity, could have led me delibe- 
rately to court and marry any woman to whom such a letter as this 
first letter, had,ever been addressed, if that fact had come to my 
knowledge before the courtship had commenced. These letters, 
it will be perceived, are without date. Facts are known to me 
that afford the mieans to fix the period near which they were seve- 
rally written. The writer of them was in Washington in 1836, 
when Miss McDowell first came to that city. She was not in 
Washington during the sessions of 1836-7. The first letter bears 
ttierefore, evidence on its fiice, that it was written some time du- 
ring the last named period, or after the close of that session in the 
spnng of 1837. The writer was extremely jealous of Miss Mc- 
DowelPs conduct towards her husband as displayed in her pre* 
sence. This feeling she did not conceal. She left Washington 
reluctantly, before the session of 1836 was closed. While absent, 
information is communicated to her by some calm observer of the 
scene, that leads her to address to the object of' her jealousy this 
strong remonstrance. I feel the full delicacy of this part of my 
narrative, not only because a respectable lady is concerned, but 
from another cause appealing still more strongly to my forbear- 
ance. I take leave of these letters without the comment they 
might properly elicit. There is no reason, however, why I should 
not decidedly condemn the conduct of Mrs. Benton, in concealing 
from me for three years after it was written, (while she and CoL 
Benton and her other friends, were using every means in their 
power to bring about my marriage,) the first letter in this series, 
V(^ich so strongly involves the conduct and character of her niece. 
That Mrs. Benton appreciated the importance of this letter, will 
appear from the copies of the two letters here published, addressed 
to Mra. Benton herself by the same lady, the originals of which 
are in my possession. From them we learn how active and anx-* 
lous she was to produce a retraction of the charges made. Fcmt 
which purpose it would seem, she was obliged to call to her aid ikt^ 
husband, to compel an unwilling wife to absolve her niece. Very 
shortly after these letters were received, I set out on the election- 
eering tour, which preceded my election as Governor of the State 
of Maryland, intending, on my return, to take Mrs. Thomas to her 
idther's, in pnreuance of a promise made to her mother at the time^ 
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^ my nanuige, and for a aaasoQ of absaice from hotnt) mf miod 
vtBs absorbed with other than domestb objects. 

The frightful and disgusting details I am next obliged to expose 
to public animadversion, Ijkhink proper to give as much as possir 
Ue in the very language of all the parties to them, as well for 
the purpose of presenting the precise ftcts, as for relieving mysdf 
from the torment of any particular statement of my own. 

I returned in the course of my electioneering tour, and passed 
m-night at my father's with my wife, about the 29th of September; 
The next day, happening to be in th^ office of a physician in Fred** 
erick, he inquired bow is Mrs* Thomas? My answer was, she is 
very weQ. To my groat surprise, he asked, did you not hear of 
the accident that happened to her on the 2l6t of September? I 
aaid, no sir. He went on to say, an accident had happened to 
her on' that day, which her attending physician said, was a case of 
eight weeks. In the course o^ a conversation on other subjects, 
he repeated, the Doctor says it was a case of eight weeks. Of 
which communication, whatever my feelings at the moment were, 
I took no other notice, than to rejoin, I suppose Mrs. Thomas did 
not like to speak with me on such a subject. I must acknowled^, 
however, that the shocking feelings which immediately followed 
my marriage, and were renewed on the 33rd of July^ recurred at 
this time with infinite force, from the evident coincidence of their 
being just eight weeks between the occurrence of the 23rd of 
July, and the accident of the 21st of September, which direetly 
conflicted with her own statement in August preceding, the truth 
of which she appealed to time to prove. With a heavy lieart I 
completed my electioneering tour, going again to my father's, on 
the day after the election. During the several weeks of my ab- 
sence, Mrs. Thomas had passed part of the time with one of my 
relations, living near Charlestown, in Virginia, and patt of it with 
other members of my family, in Maryland. While in my father's 
house, I subdued my feelings so far, as not to say olie word upon 
■what was agonizing to me. Within a day or t^ro, I to6k Mrs. 
Thomas to our home, near Frederick. And then immediately 
communed with her of the deep-seated anxiety which th^ commu« * 
nication of the physician in Frederick, had awakened. My tone, 
language, and manner, were as delicate as 4h^ could be,conii8^ 
ently, with my desire to be understood. With this guard upon 
mj feelings, I intimated to her my distress, at the before mentioned 
coincidence, of the eight weeks between the 23rd of July and the 
21st of September, and reminding her of her own statement in 
August, appealed to her to say, what had produced the isccidenl. 
Inasmuch as she had before taken pfiioia to sa^fy me, that the 
change) in her situation, made known to* me early in Ai^st, had 
.preceded the 23rd of July by aome weeks, as would appear, if*.l 
would but wait until she became a mother, I was destroos of ascen* 
taining whether the occurrence vras truly accidentaL It is painful . 
toco^ess tbatj could be brought to eatertain •iieh^tiMugfats,but 
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k U dli« to «dlth t6 HMki^ 'lh^fi> idktiftr^eagemenr. • Atad » Wiw 
equally painful to me, thtet Sfcie to wb6ta they ^ere (TiVitfged, w6«iM 
Mt yohintarijy ti«?jmrate* I'or some time Ker pfei^istiag answer 
was, that she cduM hot ^ell 'whrt ha* caused it: but h^ote out 
conversattoixmthe gainful Subject dosed^ she stated, t6 my- ntket 
astonishment and incredulity, ^ had procured the m^ans td pto^ 
duce it at Charlestowh* What," said I^ took drops?' No, sh^ re- 
plied, it was a p<Jwdfer. Inbapable 6f -believing any such stateiiient, 
I^ insistfcg iipon testing the truth of it by fin'ther enquiry M tj& 
tbe agents used to procure silcii means, said to her, did jGti ^ai^ 
^oy the servants for that j3*ii^ose, orobtain it in persdn Voursidfl 
To' these enquities she giife no sfitiafactory answ(*r. They w«r^ 
l^newed the next day^ but fiot in a manner to extort an answer. 
Thi'OUghotit all Ihtee ^enefe, her m^nn^r was perfectly self-pd9^ 
sessed and collected, which made, me incredulous. In this Stttte 
xrf our feelings, she varied her fii-st confession, by saying that th^ 
Id^ug had beeii furnished by another, whom she named. My ^- 
4^amalion was, great G6d do you know what you are saying, it is 
tt penitentiary offence ? Upon which she said, I hare not tmd the 
truth, I do not know what caUsed it. ITie utter incongruity of 
these monstrous staiements^ with what I had thought of her and 
her friends, aftd the improbability, as I thbught, of the person 
aawied bein^ her agdnt, bet^lder^d and confounded me. 
^ I recurred with more earnestness than ever to mly entreaties, 
that she woild go with me to her family, promising that if lAe 
i^ould gOv what had occurred should n^vfer transpire; I felt fbe 
titmosf horror of exposing her, of being connected myself, f>r of 
mixing any of the members 6f my own unsullied family beflsre 
t&t p«rt>ii!6,'V^kh thiiS monstrous transaction; and desired, eveh if 
fm state«ents wefe true, lb iseplarate And bury the whole in oMi* 
fficm. At the time of my marriage, I had promised Mrs. McDowell 
tb bitng her daughter to her 6n a visit, as soon as the election was 
over. Of this engigen^itt I remitided Mrs. Thomas, and said it 
would be a sufficient ttdi^se for her going home, without exciting 
Boi^picion. She persisted in refusing to go, and stated, what I 
oannot but think temarfcJible, that during my absence, her mi&ftet 
4Md rcfeased her ftdtn the engagement to visit her fathei^'s femily, 
- ^iad advised her not lb ct)m^ honte. Fmding all myetitr^ities 
Tain, during several days of expostulatidri, 1 gave upendealvor* 
Sngto prevail n^ott >Mrs. Tbotaafe to go, and 'substituted attem^Jts 
Ibbritigrhiritootbeflo ttyrfesidencej inl^ich I was altogether 
«nsuoot»sfu!. Daring alft the monlbs of November and December, 
I wbs ift vWn entrifcaiiilg lier thoth^i', through' letters frorh her 
dtfughl^r «ttd in)«Stelf, ttJ «t)me to M^ryhnd. And it is a «Wt, 
Iwifiqh I baVe sii^fi^l^rtaSiied, that feft 4h}s time Gov. McDowell 
Wis perfectly aw«re of thetett^ott why I had compelled hi$ ir6- 
phew to kwe'iiy'TfWi^MKMftodd, ^nd return to bis. 
. r Lotiff afler di^ in JVfetdh 1»^, ^lAsa^nenttb evcirts at Awtfa- 
pdis nfid SMtftawre b^i^ft%r to be dolled, aiid After mariy oPriiy 
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opeft b^n^ coAfid^nltml I&tlar6:^me. wnttQQ, which CoL Benton 
ami Qo/i. MeDaiirell ^hamefulljjr e^ipofled, hideous wctunstaiice^ 
lasrluch I am not at Hl^erty to withhold, cacae lo my kfiowledge. I 
wtmnt ao'W bdicate th^SKi, in;j,order to .give the truechairactexof the 
aiCMudentd* tie ^Ist-jof September. JMy information is derived 
from Bources beyond the reach of refutation or reproach. But as 
my informant* are ladies they shall not.be named, urfless my perse- 
cutors think projprer to.put them on their oaths, in any judicial pro- 
ceeding they niay <le«ire to dissolve my marriage. 'Then, though 
it tnnj' be a terriW^ al^ematiyie, as one of them in her written state- 
ment now before me 4ecWQs» they \viU appear and tell the whole 
toitb. 

. On that night of the 21^t of September Mrs, Thomas slept in 
m xoom with another tedy^ in different beds. During the night the 
lady was awakiened by the groans and complaints of Mrs. Tho- 
mas. Kindly enquiiing as to the cause and offering her assistance 
for relief, ^ .wa» t^oki, in pubstance^ by Mrs. Thomas, it is only 
the toothache, to whiph I am accustomed, go to sleep, I know how 
to nMmage it. I recoil ffbm, setting forth the details of what foK 
lowed, unless judicially compelled to ^6 \t. The written evidence 
lies now befoi?e*i)2eof what I must indicate, but I shall do so with 
9s muah, regard to !d^icacy as possible. In brief then the embryo 
^eres found naixt moi?ning, under the head of the bed wrapped in 
her under clothing* An4so far was concealment carried, that af- 
ter wa$hing^ and particularly the feet in cold water; when left alone 
in the room, in tbe^ modaypig, she dressed and prepai^d to descend 
to the breakfast table ^s if. nothing bad happened, and was' only' 
preyieiiled by the remonstances of a lady who learned what bad , 
oeaurfed« It.is wholly unneQQsoary to add a comtoent. Let otfa« 
ers decide whether it is not calculated to aggravate the feelings^ 
with which I have been harrassed. This occurrence, in itself so 
Invoking, necessarily and effectually destroyed the means of test- 
ing the truth of her declaration made in Augnst,when she appealeS' 
tb time to prove the date of her condition. 

At this stage of my narrative, it wohld be proper to introduce 
iflother most disgustihg affair, if I, was not unwilling to yield legal 
advantages that would be taken to my prejudice. For it is no 
small aggravation to my misfortunes, that I am forced to deal with 
one of the meanest and lowest of mankind, ready to avail himself 
of any advantage to protect himself, and distort and stifle the tntth. 
A man who would be capable of adopting legal ftrms of proceed- 
ing, so as to exclude Mrs. Thomas and mlyself from being wit- 
nesses, while he,J:jy perjury, could exonerate himself from respon- 
sibility for that fiena-like conduct, which has caused humiliating 
( misfiirtime to a woman^ and de^/ Beatification and misery to two 
large and respectable family connexions. But for this, and my 
unwillingness to trespass unnecessarily on the feelii^gs of one I 
have always been reluctant to wound, justice to myseJiwould lead 
me to disclose, the particulars of another affair b«bre we went to 
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Annapolis. WheneYer Oo?. McDowell, however, will tntiitale 
judicial proceedings, in which all parties can be heard and be 
placed upon a perfect equality, what is here omitted, will be, if 
be desires it, fuUy manifested. In the meanwhile, I will confine: 
myself to the declaration, that I have neither written nor spoken 
anything in relation to the case here alluded to, that I cannot 
clearly prove. To this solemn averment I now add, {that the 
affair, which appeared to me absolutely incredible, was rendered 
altogether probable by information long afterwards obtained. Tfaet* 
information will not here be detailed. If properly called for by 
the parties concerned, it will be given in the perfect confidence, 
that this case alone made it indispensable to my peace of mind 
for me to confer, as I undertook to do, with the parents of Mrs. 
Thomas. For the publicity vulgarly given to the subject of that 
conference, her friends and not I or my friends are respon,sible. 

During the whole months of November and December I sab* 
mitted to harrowing apprehensions, in the constant expectation, 
that Mrs. McDowell would accept the invitation she had received 
and come to my residence. Ignorant, however, of the character 
of the woman I had married, I constantly flattered myself, that the 
ladies of her family might possibly be able to explain away all 
my doubts. I was resolved there should be a domestic trial; that 
public scandal should be avoided; and that, if neither Mrs. 
McDowdl nor Mrs. Benton could remove every vestige of my 
mistrusts, there should be a final separation between Mrs. Thomas 
and myself. As she persisted in the denial of what I was com- 
pelled* to affirm, looking to the future investigation, the following 
papers were signed between us on the day they severally beer 
date, the originals of which are now in my possession, in her hand- 
writing and in mine : 

" Between the third and seventh day of November, 1841, 1 have 

reason to believe^ that-^ — — had, with my wife, one interview, 

at least of a most exceptionable character, and between the 22nd 
and 27lh days of the s^me month, of the same year, I have reasou 
to believe, that the same man, had, at least one other improper 
interview with my wife. But in consideration of circumstances, 
not here to be mentioned, I am willing to wait coming events, that 
It may be seen clearly, how far those opinions of mine are un- 
founded. Dec. 2, 1841. Francis Thomas. 

I, too^ am willinff to let the justice and correctness of the above 
opinions be tested by future events. 
Dec. 2, 1841. S. C. P. Tsomas. 

Neae Freduick, Dec. 30, 1841. 
I am most reluctantly compelled again to charge my wife with 
being untrue, in that she had unlawful intercourse with another on 
18th and 27th December, 1841. Francis Thomas. 
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I agftio, at OB former occasions, strenuously deny the abome 
duirge — but still am villing to say, that I have seen the above, 
written on the 30th of December, 1^1, and have been told at the 
amme time, by the writer of it, *< that he means to use it seriously." 

S. C. P. Thomas, 

Mar Frederick^ Thursday y Dec. 30, 1841." 

I was too much deluded by my own passions, and confused in 
mind by another cause, of which I do not propose to treat in this 
statement, to perceive then what must strike every reader, that a 
vi^uous woman, instead of obstinately persisting to remain in my 
bouse,ought, under such circumstances, to have been eager to seize 
my. offer to take her to her family, especially as I promised to 
bring her back as soon as her innocence should be established. 

On the 3rd day of January, 1842, we left my home near Fre* 
derick, and repaired to Annapolis, where I was to reside dufing 
my Gubernatorial term. Here, in order to make perfectly intelli- 
gible what 1 am about to state, it is necessary to advert to infor- 
mation communicated to me in Virginia, after the rencounter with 
Gov. McDowell, at Staunton, in April, 1843, of which I shall 
presently speak. There, for the first time, amongst other impu* 
tations, I heard that Gov. McDowell had, in a letter written from 
Washington, early in February, 1842, charged, that I bad taken 
pistols to bed with me the night of my marriage, and had said one 
was for the father and the other for the brother of his daughter. 
He alleged, that this absurd charge (for it is superfluous to add 
tb^t it is not true) had been derived from his daughter. As soon 
as I beard of this charge in Virginia, I remarked at once, that, 
taken together with other circubstances previously known to me, 
it palpably indicated a state of things stUl further sanctioning all 
I had done. I did take pistols with me when I went to be married, 
for reasons not discreditable to me, and for which I am responsible 
to no one, but which may appear if Col. Benton thinks proper to 
call for the publication of our correspondence, in the month of 
March, 1841. These pistols were in a trunk in the tavern I 
stopped at in Lexington, and never in the house of Gov. McDowell, 
Finding that Mrs. Thomas was aware I bad them with me, know- 
ing her information was not derived from me, and hearing, that 
she pretended th^ had been seen by her in her father's house, it 
was very natural /or me to conclude her information had been de- 
rived under circumstances, and from a source of which she was 
unvnlling to speak. There was only one person except myself, 
from whom she could possibly have received her information. 
This young man alone knew I had pistols with me, and to him I 
had made jocularly the remark attributed to me by Gov. McDowell 
as derived from his daughter — one of them will do for her father 
and one for her brother. 

These remarkable facts necessarily recalled to my recollection 
some incidents at Annapolis, on the night of my arrival there in 
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January 1842* puHnrg tbat nigbt, the young ttien with^'Wliom I 
had spoken concerning these pistols, WRs>*^»t the GoTeroment 
'House, and tvas, as ' I am prepared to prove by incontrovertible 
testimony^ ih the private chsinvber&of that iJweBing with Mrs. 
Tboiaas for a long time, while I was sitting with other company 
then present in the parlour. After my return from Virginia where 
the information above mentioned had been received, in speaking 
of it with yie other circumstances here detailed to a Ihend, I learn- 
ed from him, for the first time, that the same young man had been 
seen, within forty-eight hours after the •arrival of Mrs. Thomas in 
Maryland, immediately after our wedding, on two several occa- 
sions, sitting alone with her in a room, during my absence, in a 
tnost indelicate and improper posture. These circumstances af- 
ford additional evidence to every candid and intelligent reader, 
that I had good reason for persisting that Mrs. Thomas should 
refhrn to her friends. 

Having ahready said enough to justify the course I have persa* 
ed, and being unwilling to wound unnecessarily the feelings of 
those who have shown no respect for mine, I shall not at present 
disclose the circumstances which preceded, and were attendant 
upon the transaction, in the residence of Gov. McDowell on the 
16th of July, 1842. Nor will lat this time make public, iti tfcts 
form, the facts in another case, which came^to my knowledge at my 
own residence on the 12th and 13th of August 1841. In both in- 
stances what is known to me leads to conclusions, at. which my 
whole soul even now revolts. Whenever Gov. McDowell win 
accept my challenge, and bring this hideous controversy properly 
before a judicial tribunal, on an application for divorce^ I am pit- 
pared to disclose, under the solemn obligations of an oath, all I 
know on the subjects here alluded to, and to afford other parties 
concerned ample opportunity to exonerate themselves from parties 
ipation, as principals or advisers, in the attempt in one instance, 
and the perpetration in the other of the highest crii^es known to 
the law. 

On the 5th of January, Mrs. Benton came to Annapolis to wit- 
ness my inauguration. As her presence afforded a favorable op- 
portunity for that domestid investigation which 1 had long been 
bent upon, I desired Mrs. Thomas to make known to her aunt, 
the causes of our domestic diflSculties. Finding, after Mrs. BeiH 
ton had been there some time, that Diy request had not been com- 
plied with, I insisted that the communication ^hould be made, and 
prevailed upoii Mrs. Thomas to go to her aunt's bed chamber for 
that purpose. After they" h^d been some tirtii6 together Mrs. Ben- 
ton came down stairs to the parlour where I was seated, and said 
soon after she entered: '^Wellj Mr. Thomas your peace of mind 
is gone forever. Thank God I have always been true to my hus- 
band! We thought we had married Sally to a gentleman of high 
character and of high station, and all was safe. * I have quoted 
her words precisely. * Madam, said I," did' your niece tell you 
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•rery tbing ? I. do not*know, was tier repl;, but th* told int a 
good deal. I asked, did she mention to you the accident in Sep- 
tember. She said no. I then said,^adam it is a subject upon 
which you and I cannot* con - - sd by her to 

proceeq, I then, said that an to her niece* 

on the 21st of September, di lat after my 

return she had told me that i produce it. 

Mrs. Benton much shocked lom. After 

some time she returned and e: ivhy did you 

not send Sally immediately hi epiied I did|. 

not know how to act; she would not consent to leave me. And 
I had not the heart to send her away by force, while there was' 
any uncertainty as to her guilt. And added, she is now, Mrs* 
Benton, in your chamber under your protection, and must never 
return to mine. After further conversation Mrs. Benton againr 
went up stairs, ^hen she returned, her little daughter who wav 
with her said to me, Mr. Thomas cousin Sally wishes to see you.' 
I went to Mrs. Benton^s chamber where Mrs. Thomas w^s* 
There with tears and entreaties she begged me to abandon my 
purpose, of sending her to her parents for explanation. Struggling 
wit4 my fl^ing^, I Resisted her importunities, and on my return* 
i»g to the room where I had left Mr'S. Beaton, sb« went up stairs- 
Und soon ri^turhed agiiin. After some conversation, between us^ 
Mrs. Benton left me alid weqt upstflrii!S,andsometiiD(eafterw9irdr 
iBue following note, addressed to.me^ was rdeeived: 

,. "You will npt write to ray unc yourself, but 

advise me to go to Washington. nnion on this 

subject, will it not be better fo Washington 

yourself,- where I can stay until i or me. If I 

must l^ve your house, you ai-e re me tip tP 

my friends; and will be less apt wrii acts tnan 

the m:t& of others. 

My aunt says, as you will not write for any of my friends bu* 
uncle Benton, she is unwilling he should take the, whole responsi- 
Jiijity of coming to your house and taking me awa^. But if yotf 
f^te determined to put me away, if you will take me to her housei 
she will receive me, believing as she does from her inmost soiilj^ 
that I am pure. I do, as God ; . -j 

My note may seem cold and ure still vrirm 

for you, and I would make a^y s ce you haj^y. 

And while over and oyer a^ain' 'Solemn main 

ner, that all your charges are ui eve, and thift 

belief itself keeps alive all my' at you woukl 

act Kindly if you thought ji^ou (Could, and that what you do is not 
from cold-blooded wantonness, biit'a Supposition that you are ac- 
ting in the right. ^ -IS. C.'P. TttoMA«; . 

Aunt Benton says she woi|ld like an aiMnN«r!befere she seq<)8. b^r 
Mcr to the post o^flfce,* '>^ ; * s wh. ^v a.* . 

4 - ion. 6,1 84i. fifettefmnen^tfoieit.'* 
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duction of the aimt and n^^ce^ 
an assurances df Us truth^ al'^ 
I to it, however^ briefly, con-] 
rton, and retired to bM ib tW 
morning, go to Washingtoiil'- 
Irs. Thomas came to me frobij 
srmission to remain. The nejt|^ 
e her niece with her to W^sn- 
) write to the parents to come 
ards the latter part of Januaryi 
y the road leading tb Annapt)j 
{had interviews with Col. attdr 
nore and sent their near poa- 
Annapolis for Mrs. Thomas, 
to Baltimore. To his inquiry 
d go to her parents, or thcjf 
ingement ^ill be agreeable tb 
Baltimore, and immediateljr 
eceived: 

' ' ^^BALTiMO&fi, Januaryi 19, 1849. 

My Jkar SaUy^ — Suiee your uncle Breckeniidge'^ return IWhr 
AtinapoKs on yesterday, your mothet and nyself have given tk^ 
I9t9t fi^fleotroD of which we were capaUei, to every aspeqt of tbtf 
subject involved in bis trip, apd hatet cotne to the t^onoltision, tlMit 
i^^ our imperative i ourselves, that we may confer 

'yj^^^h you freely am and further, in view of all the 

(^cum9tances,.that should see, and so confer witb 

joju elsewhere, thai s' house. 

,. ♦ ySfp>. therefore, n will, with Mr. Thomas' permis- 

ff^ojif yifiit us here ^ ays, and then to return. 

If practicable, w u can do this in the morning's 

^re. j^fii if you cannot, upon such hasty notice, meet with an;^ 
jfy^able fnen4 to accompany you, or if you prefer any other time^ 
f^ any othier arrangement for coming up, let us know by letter in 
tl^ff morning, and Mr. Breckenridge or some other relation wQl go 
|fi.Ann^polis at any time you.may appoint, to receive and attend 
you here. 

^.j Ineed add no mor^, than the renewed avowal of my "unaltered 
cipuviction. of your innocence, with the renewed expression of my 
\!fipe^ alsp, that; (^od will not leave you to suffer from the distem* 
l^d suspicions^ that are directed against you. 
;^{.. '] , AfS ever, yqtir confiding and devoted Father, 
1 , , / . J-A^s- McDowell. 

. .Will my child rea4 prayerfully St. Luke, 12 chap." 

With the aid of Ihis promise of her father, that she should r#* 
tito'in'^ a few dtyis, I ww«nsbled t6 .prevail upon Mrs. Thomas to 
go, to >Baltimoi«| under the proteeiion of a ^otiemeii of my ae- 
quaiilltfnde.' At psrting, like iari^ed me if I would take her baek 
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cnaracier lo tne reaaer. , it 

Gov. McDowell called iipoD I 
our difficulties. She gave lier V 
ibttsin at Frederick, of which I 
i'ttgge^tidfis from ine, of inrcid^n 
trtiich ^he absented. Of coarsi 
i&i cirbtkmstances ihtroduc^d int 

• ii6' riiykflowledge long after tliis 
6f -but one cfr^eof complaint, ]V 
*6mething elSe? Being extreme 
fUy a mother's feelings, and aim 
own apprehensions, I rieplted, if 
«3tpkrned,-I shall be willing to 
ttu^ts v^ere the offspring of th( 

' prbtelisted th^t h^ would not pit 

* sttiggef ^he purpose of a tixtin 
' '>(#heltning emotions, white he wa 

'•Mr. Thomas, the charges are adti 

And oilly six^ Greeks aftefir ifnarrii 

no charges against your daugh 

tftey be not true, why sh^ has tt 

liications. TJierc ivill be seen n 
Ji iJJ tecioflect'ed, that I was ^veri 

Bite.' Thomas might be ritidicilt 

great earnestness to remove my uiiogi^iMKo. 

' There Was, before the ihtej^view closed; a sblfein^ disBrti6n of 

herihrioceitce by Mrs. Thomas, elicited hylMirMheT^who^^iidy 

BfirvTifdinas, did toy daughter call God to witness the truth of her 

statenpeots t 

S' ' i|n€ss.that 
o^youhea 
. i|iiadis|ibti 
otfexed. , I 
bJeiwhen $ 
. credence frc 
final 8ip|),jHrat 

iBtnLMpPp 
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Left alone t6geth«r,*I t^U indef^|^|^^^yai} on Mrs. I'homis 
to persuade her father to enter i^t^^l^ianations. She, on tbe 
other hand, urged me to acknowledge her ianocenec and take her 
home* Finally, I agreed to take her back to Annapolis, to avoid 
.public speculation^ but thodgh ostensibly husband )knd wife, We 
should occupy separate apartments until explanations couTd be 

rven. Upon these t^ms we parted, with the uhderstanding that 
should call for her in the evening to takexher home. Accord* 
Ingly, in the eVenihg I went for her ^9 Dr. BreckenridgeXwheo, 
- instead of being allowed to see her, the following letter was handed 
to me by a servant: 

• ^'Baltimore, Friday, Jan. 28^ 1842. 

**My Dear Husbaridi'-^Since I was with you this morning, I haje 

• examined the whole of our interview again and again, in every 
light in w'hicb I could view it, and am perfectly convinced that 

^ it is best for the peace of us both, that I should not return to yawr 
bouse until I couid do so in possession of that full confidence, 

' which a husband should have for a wife. This confidence I have 
not now, and I de^ore it from the bottom of my heart. You ep- 

. tertain painful suspicions against me, suspicions which I have of- 

' ten told you, as I tell you ^gain, with a solemn appeal to God for 

' the truth of what I say, are utterly unfounded. But you think^^ 
you declared to me^ that they are removable, perhaps ^asily re- 
moved, and this mornine indicated^ may be provided a way in 
which that removal of tnem cpuld be effepted ; only satisfy your- 
self, no matter how or when, that these suspicions are all wroi^g, 

, and that they are all di^elled and gone, and that J have again tfie- 

^ love and confidence which I feel I am entitled to, and I vrill re- 

., turn to your protection with rejoicing. 

In the mean time I will remain with my parents, taking every 
care that I can to prevent thje awakening of any public speculation. 

I You will see in this a change from this morning^s arragem?nts ; 

y but it is made upon the best reflection of my duty both to mysfslf 
and you. 

That God Almighty may set your mind right in these painful 
ma^tters, is the prayer 4)f one whose hopes are in your justice. ; 

• S. C. P. Thomas." 

*^ ^us it appeared, thatinstead of any trial or investigation tvhat- 

• evifr, contrary to her anxious desire to return with me, and coii- 
efent to go and even live tn separate apartments, rather than ni>t 

'go at all, she Was induced by her^ family to withdraw altogethter 
' ftom my protection; and as her letter states^ I would see in this 
^ a change in the mortring^s^ arrangements. This letter disdppoint- 
' ing all my expectations,"! sought' and had an interview with, and 
'"^ took what I intended should be a final leave of Mrs. Thomas. 
*' Thinking tW.GQV.MbDow'elPs refusal to enter into ejcplann- 
^iioas mi^t possibly be the effea of false pride, and ignorant ka I 
Uien was of the revolting circumstance that long afterwards *duii» 
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to my kbo^l^dge, I r^ctant^ sent ibr Dr. J. BuVikler, «nd bad 
vrith him a conversfttioh on this subject. Dr. Boekler being the 
physician of some of the families of Mrs. Thomas' connexion, and 
naturially desirous to prevent the exposure of stTcb scenes, as are 
tl|e subject matter of this statement, obtained my permission to 
confer with Dr. Bredkehridge. Aftfer their interview, Dr. Buckler 
returned to me with such strong representations of Mrs. Thomas' 
distress at the prospect of parting, deriv6d, as I understood from 

. Dr. Breckenridge, which he deemed evidence of fidelity, that I 
was led to consent he should confer further with Dr. Brecken- 
ridge, with a view to sGmearrangements. Under the influence of 

, his kindly intervention, I was induced to write the following let- 

! ter, to which the letter of Dr. Breckenridge to Dr. Buckler, here 

*, inserted, my be considered a reply. 

Babnum's Hot£l, January 30, 1842. 

^'Notwithstanding my deep reluctance to confer with any one 
; cpncerning our most unfortunate misunderstanding, my dear wife, 
I ha^e yielded to your advice to consult Dr. Buckler. He has 
removed all those fatal delusions which your strange confessions 
. copjured up in my mind, and which you know, sustained your 
statements in defiance of all my inclinatioris to yield full credence 
. to your repeated recantations. I am, indeed, deeply mortified and 
bowed down with regret. This state of feeling has been of slow 
gi^wth. The perfect confidence of your Aunt Benton, had its 
. f fiect. Yt)ur own manifestation of deep affection in refusing to 
. accompany Mr. Breckenridge from Annapolis, you know, as I then 
told you, almost persuaded me to trust, as I once did, in your per- 
fect truth and purity. The confidence of your parents, and your 
owii noble bearing s^nce I came' to Baltimore, have htid too vast 
influence in dispelling the painful delusionis from which I have 
suffered so much. When, to these were added the explanations of 
Dr.* Buckler, of circumstances most mysterious to me but perfectly 
intelligible. to a man of science, hope became deep-rooted convic-^ 
. tion. In your truth, honor and virtue, and affection for a repen- 
tant h'usband, I have the utniost confidence. 
T begged Dr. Buckler, this moraing, to have an interview with 

* }our Uncle Breckenridge, and authorized him to say, that I am 
anxious to be re-united on suefa^ terms as they would prescribe. 
Since then my heart dictates the course now' tak^n — a free, full 

' recantation of all my painfiil suspicions, offisred aa the only aton£- 

* ment I can make for what you have suffered. And at the s^oe 
time, I forgive, with my whole heart, your strange errors, fixnn 
which sprung and originated my unworthy distrust, seeing that 
your errors had their origin in the noblest of purposes.. 

Having relieved iny own swelling heart, by thes^ tinmi^asured 
declarations, I appeal to you, my darling wife, to fe]|;iye and for- 
'^et the past, promising solemnly fbr the fUtnre^ Ih^ mo^t devoted 
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and tender attention to your happiness, if the obttaolea tp our rt- 
union are not insurmountable. 
AiVitb my whole heart, I am your devoted husband, ^ 

To Mrs. S. C. P. Thonuu. FiUMcis TnoMAa," * 

"•My Ikar <SKr, — I hare communicated to Mrs, Thomas, the 
purport of our conversation this morning; and while t was in the 
act of doing so, a letter, from Mr. Thomas to her, was handed to 
her, and read by her and then by myself. That letter, pressing the 

feneral proposition of the immediate return of Mrs. Thomas to her 
usband, concedes, I am glad to say, her entire innocence of all 
the horrible things, of which her husband has heretofore sui^pected 
her. It is the clear and final determination of Mrs. Thomas, and 
so I am instructed by her to say to you, that under the dreadful 
circumstances of this whole case, it is impossible for her hastily 
and without consideration, to take the step now urged by 'her 
husband. Crushed in health and spirits, by a long course of in- 
describable suflTerings, she feels the necessity of repose and reflec- 
tion, before she can take any new step in which her happineM 
and honor are alike involved, and the peace of hef family at staWe. 
She will leave Baltimore to-morrow or next day, for her fathei^s 
mansion in Virginia, under hi^ protection, to which she has con- 
fided herself; and if she should ever return to Mr. Thomas as 
^his wife, it m^st be from that mai^sion, with every circumstiance 
befitting such an event. 

Be pleased, my dear sir, to accept my thanks for the kind inte- 
rest which you have manifested in this busraess, and have the 
goodness to excuse me to Mr. Thomas, from any further iitter- 
vention in it, in any way whatever. 

Very truly, your obliged friend and servant, 

R. J. Breckenridge, 
Baltimore, January 30, 18«. ' 
Dn J. Buckler J Baltimore.^^ 

The candid reader will judge of my case, rather from its own 
circumstances than from my frequent misapprehensions of thein. 
In w;riting this and similar letters, I was .overcome by influeneea 
to which it was natural for me to yield, Md by feelings which it 
was long impossible for me to coiitrol. It is always to be borpe 
in mind, that in all my pasaionttte appeals for the return of Mni. 
Thomas^ I trusted that her. friends would not permit her to return, 
unless she was prepajrecj to give voluntarily the explanations I 
no longer insisted .upon. A/family occupying a high social con- 
dition, believed to be governed by the strongest religious obliga- 
tions, I was not prepar^ to bdieve would extract from their daugh- 
ter, or even suffer her>to offert me the most solemn assurances of 
her purity^ unless (^nscientiously convinced of their truth. Under 
these impressions Dr. Breckenridge's letter surprised me. In- , 
steildpf retunHp^ tome as I had a right to expect, if the sta^t^ 
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metits of her own' letters were true, Mrs, Thomas was \6 go with 
her friends to Virginia. 

Throughout the whole of this anfortunate connexion, though it 
was some times attempted to accuse me of cruel treatment, yet is 
there not only not the slightest proof of it, but I may defy the bit- 
terest enemy 1 have in the world, to make such a charge plausible. 
In the interview between Dr. Breckenridge and his niece at An- 
napolis, when I had heard of that miserable slander charging me 
with locking up my wife in her chamber when I was absent, I 
called upon her to sanction^ as she did, my statement demonstra- 
ting its absolute falsity. After Mrs. Benton's return from Annapo- 
lis to Washington, when she had enjoyed an opportunity to hear 
fcvery complaint her niece had to offer, in a letter addressed to that 
niece she said, (I quote her own language,) ^'although, Sally, I 
must take sides with you, I have not changed my opinion of 
Mr. Thomas as a man of honor and a gentleman." In the inter- 
view in Baltimore at Dr. Breckenridge's, in the presence of her 
parents, to guard against misrepresentations of my character and 
conduct, I appealed to Mrs. Thomas to say if "I had ever treated 
her harshly or restrained her actions in any respect whatever," 
when it was not pretended by her I had done either. In the midst 
of alFthe affair at Annapolis, even after her parents had been sent 
for, Mrs. Thomas was constancy in company always gay, and td 
tl^e very last d§y of her residence there, before the world as if she 
had no cause of complaint or uneasiness. This was not only the 
ease when she was from her station, compelled to oangle with the 
ttorld, but she sought occasions for appearing in scenes of pleat 
sure and enjoyment; For the truth of the facts here stated, I ap* 
peal to all who bad an opportunity to observe, and challenge coo- 
iradiotion. She refused to leave ro^ at Annapolis to go with her 
tincle Breckenridge to Baltimore. She was only induced at last 
to go, in consequence of her father's promise, that she should re- 
tmn in a few days. According to the declarations of her uncle 
Breckenridge to Dr. Buckler, as communicated to me, she was 
deeply anxious to go back with me from Baltimore to Annapo^ 
lis. She had entreated me to take her back, and in h«r own let- 
ter, written doubtless under the direction of her parents, speaks of 
lier wish to ''return to my protection with rejoicing." Yet. jn,tfce 
«ourS€ of two days after that letter was written, she resoPfes not 
to go, and in the eloquent lamentations of her unde Breckien- 
ridge's letter, she was "crushed in health and spirits by a lon^ 
oourse of indescribable sufferings." If she was thus orushed, it 
mnst )mi^ been suddenly by the separation which b«r friends maxle 
inevitable, and not by that notoriously kind, indnlgent )Eihd for- 
bearing treatment) she bad experienced at all times nndermy pro- 
tection. 

In short, my predicai&eQt at Baltimore was precisely this: 
Ignorant of what I afterwards came to the knowledge of, be- 
lieving that Gov. and Mrs. McDowell would not ac| dishonorably 
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in the aa»ir, ana irresistibly proqe to trust in the Tirtueof a wouuia 
I tenderly loved, guided by the impulses of my heart, and not by 
the dictates of my understanding, I put ^ide the evidences of my 
own senses, an(i offered to leave the whole matter to their single, 
assurance, that there was nothing wrong. . That offer they declined 
suddenly and most unexpectedly, for reasons which they have 
never disclosed, withdrawing Mrs. Thomas from niy protectioni 
and placing her under that of her father. 

By no means insensible of the infirmities of my conduct at that 
time^ I feel no hesitation, so far from being ashamed of it, to in- 
troduce here further proofs of my delusion, in the following extracts 
from a letter,' written at the time it bears date, in the most perfect 
confidence, to my highly respectable counsel, Francis S. Key, Esq., 
since deceased, atid from whose son, P. B. Key, Esq'., since bis 
decease, I have obtained the original: 

AiTNA^ous, Mxreh 29, 1842. ■ 

My Dear Sir, — I have re- perused your letter to day, again and again, and 
am forced to look upon several sentences as enigmatical. At the risk xiS 
being ihought tedious and troublesome — I pray you pardon me if 1 am so — ^I 
will endeavor lo have a clear and mutual understanding. This I have tried 
to get between my wife and friends and myself, in vam. 

Now, what am I to understand by these two sentences in your letter^ 
" Wail until you are sure ycu can feel this confidence in yourself and he? ; 
that you will feel it if you do not already, I cannot doubt." Surely you have 
not imbibed the ridiculous idea that I anf deranged ? And that it is necertftry 
to divert me by generalities and equivoques for a time, to see whether nature ' 
will work a curel / .. 

Who and what am I to " wait" for? It does not appear to me how niy 
confidence in my wife is to be increased while I am here, and she is in Lexr 
ington, and all communication between us interrupted. 

1 begin to fear that your occupation tvith grave and most important mat- 
ters, at the lime 1 conferred with you in Washington, prevented your mM 
from seizing and righdy estimating many' things there communicated^ I 
hope that I shall neither be ci nsidered tedious or troublesome, in beifig fnojce 
full and explicit than I have yet been. It, is the more necessary, because t 
was, when we conversed in WashinQ:lon,.in a hijh state of excitement. 1 
"had a horror of the idea, that the miFunderstandmg between my wife and 
myself could ever gain publicity. Iforesaw, that neidter party coukl f^ttn 
any thing by scandalising the other. And was mo^t bitterly opposed to letting 
the public know that my wife had done or said any thing, that for a moment 
made her propriety or honour questionable. I did not think that she and her 
friends, could in any way be recompensed for the mortification they miistfeet 
ifner fidelity to marriage vows, ever became a topic of conversatioo' im 
•teamtioats atid Stages, and*in taverns and barrooms Id the rocQority 3houi4 
decree that she was an injured woman, \ still felt that, such a termination 
to the horrible- and shocking enquiry, could not console a highly refined and 
delicate mind, for the ignominv of being put upon trial. Deei>ly hnpressed 
with this, I kept my torturing thoughts for myself for moiWbs, that somethiafr 
might occur to remove my difficulties, or an opportunity offer taconsuU.tti 
the strictest eonfideneewiih her own immediate frienda. - 

Having thoughts like these constantly before me, I did agonize to prevent 
the trip to Virginia. 1 dfd every thing that could be done to haVe fnll,free, 
satisfactory explanations, without aj? appeal to public notice and sympathy. 
nVhile in that state of mind, witb the one pur|»08e constantly iniriew; we 
met at Washington, and I feel sensible that such representations wei^^ ntft 
made as must i^ made, to aflbrd to yot| a feir «>ppojrtHnity to pas^ judgment 
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iii this most mortify tiig affait. Have patience with me, f |)r^;jr you; now 
wtn^ then let me have yonr kind connsel in language dirut and unequivocal, 

I have said in my last letter to you, that if my sufferrngs had originated 
in nothing; tut ihmght8,8u^cim8?LndimaginingB,{\me alone might terminate 
them. And it would, in that case, be right to ** wall'* Mil relief came — "at , 
a time and in a way to be sure and permanipnt." ^ as that is not the case, 
iX seems to me, that if I '* wait," I shall be like the foot in Horace, and find 
that the bitter stream of misery, labitur et tabettarin omnce dsvo. 

All my thoughts and imaginmgs about my dear wife were of the purest and 
most confiding character, until they werie changed by the awkward attempts 
of my wife to account for conduct commg under my' observation, and by her 
subsequent statements, retractions and contradictions. Of these I will say no 
more, believing that you will remember their characieV. I will explam tne 
course I have taken to clear our path of their fatal effects, in vain. If I have 
done, aid am doing wrong, point it out plainly, wiihcut ^rcumlooutton, asd 
aid me to bring this affair to some issue that may be oonsidered final. I am 
wearied with conjectures, and am prepared for any certainty. 

Th<?re appeared to me to be but two modes in which our difficulties eould 
be effectually removed. I have tried first one and then the other, withoat 
success. I was willing to submit the whole affair to her * parents, and to 
abide by their determination. Accordingly, when my wife :left Anoapo^- 
f«r Bl^llimore, to join her parents, I sfiid to h^r,fCoq)ipqnicajle^ to them ewetf 
tJ^tOjg* au4 with their decision I shall be coi^tent.., If they «epd you baoK . 
Lwili receive you, and never revive the unpleasant sul^ect again. If they 
determine to takeyou to Virginia, go there, and unless I am;i|ttacke.d by your . 
friends, no one shall know from me why you went there. And my wife 
promised to write and let me know the determination. Alter waiting from 
Saturday until (he following^Thursr 
Baltimore. While there, I had an j 
the course of jt, I put questions to 1 
possessioB that might assist to forn 
they would give me all the facts, to i 
taking the affair in hand. He woul 
teat their opinion of the matter, I o 
my protection. Peing very certain 
to that, unless fully satbfied that all 
sehted ; the father objected ; and in^ 
isfy my mind. These difficulties wi 
I was totally at a loss how to act. I h 
confidence upon the good feeling, \ 
had towards the husband of their d 
indeed bewildered. Under the first 
ta despair altogether, and to abandoi 
a night's reflection, having consulte 
authorized hio) to have an jntervie^ 
that interview was my determinatic 
Benton has made public, inviting he 

of con fi'f en ce and ^flection. With , . , 

wnuld terminate. Peluded man, they were only about to commence. I 
bild^U^em, and now hold. a letter f>om my wife, saying, satisfy your mind, 
no matter how or when,. that I am worthy, ^nd I will return to your piotee>- 
tioi^. with rejoising. This leUer was written at Breckenrjdge's, as I have a 
right to suppose, with the sanction of the parents, as it was sent to me after 
tl^y had refused to consent to her return. . 

With such a promise in possession, you wiU readil)^ imfetgine, that I Was 
sin^yrised to receive throngh Doctor Buckler, a letter from Mr. Breckenridge, 
an«9«dcing the determination of my wife to put herself under the protecupn 
of b«r parents, and to go to her father's residence in Virginia, from wheno?, 
if she ever returned to my protection, she was to be brought back with ^11 
the circumsunces bsfittingcuch aif evsaf.: I wa8l)ewtldered. it ji^frdel 
6 
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had«cted ab^opUjTt hulil ^id not seem to me thai I bad done aDy.thiog.so 
UQpardonable as to lead to an ac^ tbat I foresaw must be roost mortifyu^ 
and humiliating to my unhappy wife and myself. I shuddered with horror, 
at the thought that my wife was to be paraded about the country, while eteky 
knave was to speculate about her fidelity and my honor. I look back noW 
uRon the proceeding with amozeojent and horror. And I ask you what can 
recompense my poor wife for what she has suffered from that fatal movement. . 
Ileel that'she is an' innocent woman. I believe her father can make^ that 
"* ■ sik you, can a conviction of me of the act of a false judtf- ' 
omphcated affair, wherein my feelings were most deeply ^ 
my wife or her friends, for the fact, that her fidelity to 
is been freel]^ inquired into, by travellers in steamboats and 
I'y loungers in oyster houses jand bar-rooms, 
views of the consequences of this trip to Virginia, then . 
spite of all my better feelings, when I feared that there 
WHS a deep and ^grave cause for final separation between us. And hence« m 
my conversation with- you at Washington, and aiiejwards, I had a desire to 
se^ myself all the facts in the case, to be cwicm that the assturances I had 
received, were all well founded. 

Having given this detailed, I fear very tedious statement, I think you will 
u^sKlerstajad my position; , 

If the n»*ther of my wife%ill consent to her return, such is my hciimidk» 
c0i/yideriee in the purity of that mother, I will receive her most cordiaUy, 
without feeling the alighteit tipprdtenskm of the past. And will not ask for 
or need any explanations that may cause my wife mortification, in being 
compfelled to admit that this statemeo t, that statement, or another, was made 
without truth to sustain it. 

the re-union^ and thereby give an opin- 
im frank to say, that the re- union of my 
le, in the absence of all explanations what- 
:ts that I have not had communicated. 

IS, surely my position, and all that I have 

explain my proceedings in another respect 
>de/and then in another, to bring about a 
lappy. I have shown a willingness, nay an 
onaerU of parents, and without explanations* 
vas withneld, been equally anxious to be ' 
i of facts and explanations as to the past, 
to know my$eff' that all was but a feaifiil 
ike for the future. 

long letter, and beg m reply, a direct and 
explicit opinion of the whole. 
With assurances of most grateful recollections of your kindness, 

I am most truly yours, 

FRANCIS TJIOMAS. 

.This letter, it will be perceived, was written in reply to one I 
had received from him, and I received many from him of a similar 
character, which he wrote to dissuade me from action oi'proceeding 
of any kind, advising me to remain perfectly passive,^UDtil the sense ' 
of Justiice, which wq both onited in ascribing to her family, should 
lead them to do what was right. Ffmq bis many letters, I sub- 
join extracts from one written at a Ifite period, and hold all of thetn, 
%nd every other letter frqm which an ex^xipt is herein made, sub- 
ject ta tbci ;can pf ^^. proper pejson ?. ^ . 
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.Sxtrm of a ktttr fn^ K S: Kty\ Aq. 

" WAaBWGTOls J August 3, 1842. 

JHy Dear Sify — ^No. ** I assure yoa, that my reluctance to your 

"instituting aity action at present, or making any change in your 

'lontion, is a sincere and firm con riction, that your present course 

fit gaining for yoa the public syiopatby, aod the inowasiiig appro- 

• batiod of your friends every day. I know this to be-the case, and 

cannot be mistaken. « 

. I am sure, too, that it will produce a more desirable etkci ^pan 

your wife^s fiamily and friends ; and confidently believe^ that, if 

persevered in, they will place matters in such a state, that you 

-may chose .what shall be the state of future relations between you. 

^N'ih these expressions, I am sure, that any movement on your 

part at present would be injudicious, and can only as a friend and 

croonsellor advise you in the strongest terms, to lei your preseat 

course proceed to the desirable results, that I fully believe it is 

•now working." 

I was at this time, and had been for some time before, and 
continued to be for a long time afterwards, the subject, and I may 

^add the victim not only of my own delusions, but of the advice 
of others, some of them perhaps as much deceived as I was. I 
could not realize, that wheui Mrs. Thomias was taken home to her 

^father's, the separation was final ; as jier note of the 28th of Jan- 
uary, assured me of the contrary. And while at Washington, on 
her way home, the following tetter from Col. Benton, enclosing 
another note from her, confirmed this assurance : 

*' Senate Chambeb, February 4, 1842. , 
Dear Sir^ — ^Your letter from Annapolis, was received yesterday, 
and I only delayed answering it by return mail in order to make 
it satisfactory. I said nothing in Baltimore, because I understood 
it to be the wish of Sally — her own wish — ^to proceed to Virginia 
with her parents; and having shewn her your letter received yes- 
terday, she has sent me up the enclosed note since I came up, 
(she being out with Eliza when I came avray,) which shews, that 
it is still her unbiassed wish to proceed to Virginia. As to the 
enquiry in your postscript, and the inferences to be derived from 
them, I declare the whole to be a sad delusion. I know, enough, 
to know it to be a sad delusion* Yours, truly, 

Gov. Thomas^ Annapolis. Thomas H. Benton.** 

Washington City, Tuesday^ Feb. 4, 1842. 

•*Jlfy Dear Uncle^ — Finding you gone to the Senate Chamber, 
upon my return ftom a waHc, I can only say to you by note what 
I would have said in person, about my going to Virginia, under 
present circumslances. 

And that is, ti^t this act earnestly and solemnly advised by mj 
parents, is nevertheless my own act, tis I have elsewhere said-^ 
resoh^ upon without constraint, and of my own free *will. And 
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it is but just to all that i<tbpi|td add, that my judgfae^ 4^j 
mpre aod rbore convinces me, that the step, though very hard for 
me to take, is the rigT^t one. Affectionately, 

S, C. P. Thomas.^ . 

In this the last note, but the one which diosed our intercoiHve, 
I ever received^ the emphasis put by her upon the words *^ :m»der 
* pi^sent ctrcumstanoes," was calealated, if not designed, to ia« 
press me with the belief, that our separation was to be but tenipo* 
rary. Though that was not one of the *' delusions" mentioned 
in Col. , Benton's letter, yet was it stronger than any he attempt- 
ed to dispel. 

Still confiding in • the probity of her family, and l\er own £ur 
dealing, I was only too much disposed to yield the promptings 
of my own mind to advice from other quarters, to hope and wai^ 
postponing all attempts at my own justification that might inters 
fere with what appeared to be her arrangement. Of the variooa 
conversations intended to influence my silence and draw from me 
letters to her, I. shall say nothing. But I select from the niany 
letters dekigned for the same object, the following, as evidence^ 
brought to bear on my mind at that time, not yet open to %h0k 
whole truth : 

Extract from a letter* dated 

BALTiMoas, Sunday evening, IM Feb. I&i2. 
- "Dear Sir :— I returned from/ Washiogton Iirot night, haviog had in die 
course of Friday, aaot her long opn^rsatioo with Mr. Preston, on the subjji^et 
of my visit. My first impression after hearing every thing, was to assume 
the responsibility of going on to the residence of your father in law, and 
making an efifort there, to bring about the result which 1 thought was, upon 
every account, so desirable. But upon consideration I concluded, that if 
ypu approved of it, I might be supposed, by the family of Mrs. Thomas, to 
act prematurely, and I then made up my mind to return to AnnapoKs^r»f. 
I do not despair by a;ny means of a favorable i^ue, and urgently solicit voq 
to :be as silent upon the whole matter as youjr feelings will permit. Pr«^ 
^ence upon your part is absolutely necessary to the success of the wish, 
aow, I am sure nearer your heart than any other, and which it is due to the 
sad condition of your wife that' by no rashness, you put at hazard thete- 
QODciUation so absolutely necessary to her very existence." 

Extract from a letter, dated 

Baltimore, 5th March, 1842'. 

**Jfcfy Dear 6ir^ — ^I received to-day only, a letter from Mr. McDowell tiated 
the 1st, he having, strtinge to 8ay,.rec8ived jny letters but a day or twa be^ 
fona. The letter is shorty -^ut in a very good spirit, and short, as he aays, 
because he proposes writia^'me at large on' the 4th, that is yesterday. The 
mopient I receive that letter^ I shall start for Virginia." 

^ Extracts from a lettev^ dated ' 18(^.%t7, 1943. 

. *.*Dear Goff*i — I wrote to ydur wife sooti alier I wrote the first letter to 
you, ''assuring her if s^e had returned that she would have found in you aU 
that she could ask or desire in a husband. This I felt authorised to say from 

all that passed between you, — and mvself. Since which we have 

fears that your mind ts unsettled. Now, we think it wo^ld<be far from eor- 
ifect in UP to urge her immediate return if there remains any doubt on your 
IB^Uid. Mr. — >—-*-« ^nd mjAelf think there ou;;ht not to be. You muet 
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aov be satisfied that tbi^ separauoA has, been x^aused by her father, aod that 
she deserves, as I oo doubt she has, your deepest sympathy, and I trust I 
may say your entire confidence. It gave me pleasure to learn from Mr* 

, that Mr. and Mrs. Benton felt much for you, and thought a re-union 

vrould take place. This I am sure will be the final result." 

Extracts from a letter, ^ted 2Sth ^prU, 1842. 

**Dear Go».,— Mrs, ■ said she bad a letter recently from her 

sister saying that your wife continued unwell. She appeared to be frank, 
aod admiit^ that she had told you different istories. I told her my impres- 
sion was that this had led to all your difficulties, and that it ought to be re- 
ceived as some apology for your suspicions. She said that was true. And 
said that she fully intended returnmg to you. And in reply to het friends 
urging a difierent course said, goy husband on this subject is not hio^^elf; it* 
is mv duty to return, for I am ^ure time will correct. his false impressions. 
I said we were anxious tp know what was expected on your part more thaa 
you had done^ you had withdrawn sdl that you had said, that your mind 
was entirely relieved of th^t painful anxiety, and if she would return that 
she would fiqd she had your entire confidence. She then said wjiat securi- 
ty can she have that it may not return. I told her the sad affliction which 
lioth hnd sufiered would make them cautious. It was too better to be for- 
got. She said, it was true if you remained separate, her happiness and 
prospects in life were^gone. And I assured her your's were forever gone 
unless she returned. She.sajd if she returns he will I suppose go for her; 
Jb which I said. no doubt he will do what she requires. She said she 
thought she ought to decide and not to keep you in the state of mind you 
were under, and that she would write to her to that effect." 

Extracts from a letter, ^ated . , 9th May, 1842. 

^' Dear Gov,, — On Friday week I went to Washington and saw Col. Ben- 
son, as he w^s about to go to the Senate, she to ride. He requested me to 
call in the evening; that he would inform Mrs^ Benton of the object of my 
calling, and that she would see mej that an engagement would prevent him. 
I called and had a long and free conversation with her. She stated that 
soon after you married you doubled the chastity of your wife, and even ac- 
cused her of impropriety before she became your wife, t^at your suspicioaa 
. increased on you, and that you not onlV suspected her of impropriei>\with 
her c»)usin, but that you suspected her of the same conduct with another,' 
and that you frequently talked to her of separating. She went into this de- 
\^i to show me why they had xome to the conclusion that your mind was 
not sane on this subject, which appears to be fully the impressioa of \\eT 
family. She said she always liked you. After a Ions? conversation with, 
her in which she evinced and expressed much regard for you, she said she 
thought you would be again united, whenever it was ascertained that your 
mind was free from suspicion. She thought the first step to be taken to re* 

move doubt was that you should make an apology to Mr. . This she 

thought you would certainly do if your mind was free from suspicion. She 

fnforraed me that Mr. had c jnimunicated to her and Col, B. the 

Charge you had made against him, immediately on seeing them, likewise to 
his father. On Saturday morning I called again and hadta talk of two 
Ivours with the Col. and his lady. He eaid he was pleased that I had re- 
turned. I found him your friend, and he said I might -say to you when your 
mind was right, on that 8ubject,that he should advise her to return, in \*hich 
they both agreed, and said you would be united again. He thought, to sat- 
isfy the family and.to do justice to Mr, , that the first step towards a re-- 

anidn was an apology to hitn. 

You now see, rpy Dear Sir, the grounds of your separation. I am fully 
convinced that she is perfectly pure, and that there was nothing not even in 
thoughts, that would have offended you could you have read them. She is 
tfioble woman^ evincing in her conduct a strong^ miod and just love for your 
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when she wished* to retarn to you as' they state, beH^vtog your miiid wte 
not right on this subject, and trusting by her cqpfluct to put it right, how 
few of her sex would have wished to return after what had happened. She 
will yet be the richest gift that God can bestow on you, and were I in your 
situation, I would make every earthly sacrifice to speedily get her back. I 
regret to learn that her health is bad. She lately had to af^ly a blister on her 
breast. 1 fear the mountain air is too sharp. Have you written to her, let 
me pray ybu to attend to that." 

Extracts from a letter from F. Thomas to a friend in Virginia, dated 

Frederick, July 24, 1842. 

"Jlfy Dear Sir, — I wrote yesterday a letter to , and asked him to 

show it to you. Since then I have thought it would be well enough to show 

that letter to , who are making themselves very busy in exhibittng 

my letters. 

You will perceive that my wife's friends are taking a very singular 
course. A portion of my wife's friends have influenced me to write those 
letters, by producing the impression on my mind that my wife was all that 
a husband could desire. And another portion of her friends are exhibiting 
the same letters to prove her innocence. This seems to me to be a strange 
proceeding. They might as well rely altogether for her vindication, on their 
own assertions. For my letters are m effect nothinj; J)ut tlieir assurances, 
given first by them, and then uttered by me to my wife. If the separation be- 
tween myself and my wife is to be final, her friends will find that something 
much more substantial than my letters must be resorted to, to satisfy public 
opinion." 

To the preceding and similat letters, and to the conversations 
I have alluSed to, are attributable the many letters from me in 
Mrs. Thomas' possession, showing how I clung to the confidence 
that she was as her friends had assured me, all that a fond husband 
could desire. The dissemination of foiil and filthy calumnies against 
me cannot acq<iit her. If true, why have they not in proper form, 
by making thera the ground of an application for her divorce, 
asserted and established them } Being false, they aggravate in- 
stead of justifying her position. 

Far from being disposed to conceal the letters to Mrs. Thomas, 
which these influences elicited, I recur to thetn with a pure con- 
science, as evinsive of the real state of my feelings at the time. 
My notions of honor and fair dealing would not allow me to sus- 
pect, that the shameful controversy was kept open, with the mise* 
raWe design of drawing from me aflTectionate letters, only to be 
used for her vindication. If the determination was, that the sepa- 
ration should be final, the annunciation of th^t purpose ought to, 
have been a part. of that remarkable letter of Dr. Breckeniidge's, 
and my first letter afterwards ought to have been returned. I 
have never been confronted by any acduser imputing to me anf 
thing but delusion. My letters withdrew every charge against her 
of which she complained, and thus offered the opportunity to 
return, which she said in her Baltimore letter,' would be embraced 
** with rejoicing.'* They circulate my letters as evidence of her 
innocence ; and thus admit I have made atonement for all mis- 
takes. If so, why not point out to me those circumstances allu- 
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ded to in her Uncle Breckenridge's letter^ as << befitting the occa- 
sion," when she is from •' her father's mansion" to be " brought 
back" to my protectioiT ? Do not her own friends condemn her? 
They have kept her in '*her father's mansion" when entreated by 
me to come back> without her father being required to '^ plead to 
mf delusions." They have received and have circulated letter 
a^er lettei , from me, as evidence of her right to rejiuin and be 
treated as a virtuous wife. And yet is she as effectually sepa- 
rated from, me,, as if a coiirt of justice had condemned her for 
infidelity. Ts it illiberal to impute design to them in obtaining 
these letters in the first instance ? And is it uncharitable to sus- 
pect, that her friends coK|d not ani would not prevent her return,, 
if; bU were con3cious that she could give those explanations, whrcb. 
I had ceased to demand but must necessarily expect ? 

Without commenting as it merits on the indecent and disgrace- 
ful conduct of all parties concerned, in handing about for perusal^ 
during the first ses^sipn of the last Congress, m^y conndential letters- 
to Mrs. Tbomas at Baltimore^ together with certain letters to CoL 
Benton, equally confidential, it is sufficient to say, that those 
letters were all obtained under circumstances herein set forth. 

Before I leave this part of the subject, I deem it important to- 
add, that udder the advice of one of my counsel, R. Johnson, Esq.^ 
I wrote an affectionate letter to Mrs.' Thomas, which, with his let*. 
ters to.Gov, McDowell and his daughter, have been also privately 
e3(hibited as proofs of her innocence. The explanation I have 
given of this whole class of letters, applies to this one of mine with 
fall forc^e. I will add further^ that I have no reason to believe 
tbM any of my friends, or legal advisers, had the means of reconci- 
ling the innocence of Mrs. Thomas, with the existence of the facts 
herein unveiled. At least they did not attempt to do this in con- 
versation with me. They founded their advice and opinions, as 
|er as I am advised^ as I did my letters and conduct, on faith and 
feeling alone. Under sitch influences, one of those counsel went a 
great deal further jthan I was disposed to sanction. The judg- 
ments of all were, that the whole affair was too monstrous to Se 
probable, and on that account, it became me to afford tkne and 
opportunity for the explanations which they hoped would be given. 
The public having now the fiiets before them, can judge how far 
the opinions under which I acted were well founded, and will 
know what value to*attach to the letters themselves. 

In consequence of the pretence of Gov. McDowell, which at one 
time imposed upon me, that he was hostile to my union with his 
daughter, it' may hereafter become necessary for me to go into a 
collateral part of this affair. But though I shall not do so at pre- 
senty it is proper that at^east a portion of that view of the subject 
should be presented here. It will be readily perceived, that my 
love for Mrs. Thomas was not the transient affection of a youth- 
ful admirer, but the deep seated devotion of the only love of a man, 
fixed in his principles, and fervent and constant in all his attach*^ 
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menu. With such a man from the be^nning of oar acquaint- 
ance to the consummation of our marriage, the friends of Mrs. 
Thomas continually operated to bring about that event. As«al- 
ready intimated, for a long while I never doubted that the motive - 
for this proceeding on the part of her friends, was the motive thejc 
always'^ssigned, her disinterested attachment for me. In the course 
of time, however, I had reason to fear that her uncle Benton had 
disclosed to her views of the probability of my public promotion, 
which might make her mistake'the nature of her own feelings.* 
Looking back upon her course, as well before as 'since our con* 
nexion, I trust it will not be deemed uncharitable to say, that anj- 
bitious inducements were presented to her view by her friends, a9 
the means of making her accede to their purposes with regard to 
me. (This indeed, she admitted without reserve after our mar* 
riage.) Otherwise, if so much attached as her friends alway* rep- 
resented during five long years, would her conduct be as here rep- 
resented, after the accomplishment of a long cherished wish ? My 
attentions were, as I have said, several tiroes withdrawn, whica 
was done in every instance under an apprehension that she might, 
mistaking her own feelings, become my wife, from the influence of 
ambitious considerations prei^ented by her friends, and not from 
that disinterested affection, which alone, with one of my temper, 
couldsecure happiness in the marriage state. Many of these in- 
terruptions to the courtship might be given, proof of one only will 
now be submitted^as it illustrates the mode in which Gov. Mc- 
Dowell, more than once, opposed the match. My misgivings, b0 
to the real motive of this pertinacious proceeding, led, in Marob, 
1841, to a correspondence between Col. Benton and myself, This 
correspondence I took with me on a visit to Gov. McDowell's, in 
April of the same year, and submitted it to his consideration. Af- 
ter a conversation with the daughter^ intended to ascertain the trae 
state of her feelings, I addressed to her the following note^ and at 
the same time the note here inserted to her father: 

'^After the most mature reflection upon the faqts commnnicatect 
to me yesterday by Miss McDowell, I have at last formed an opi- 
nion on which I may venture to act ; and now vvithdraw all pre- 
tensions whatever to her heart or hand. 

Very respectfully, Francis Thomas. 

Jfpril, 1841. 

**5ir,—- 1 have to request, respectfully, that you will do me the fa- 
vor to return, by the hands of the bearer, the Jetters and papers ac- 
companying them, sent tp your address last night. 

Very respectfully, Francis Thomas. 

James McDowellj Sen. Esq, JT^ri/, 1841." 

In reply to these I received from Gov. McDowell, the follow- 
ing notes: 
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^^Mudr S^, — iking nnible to pend by catuMe ligbt I 1mi¥« iiot^ 
fuo orer tbe papery "wbftt you t^eri^ (d^a^ed to«uraiit 4lo in^- MfliM'* 
Inalion, and whictf I will return as soon as J have rihi. • • " • ' 
^ Most respectfully ydur ob*t. sef't, Jas. MoDdWefr£r< 
JEfon. F. Thomasy at Mr. Sloiin^ig. JlprU28^ 1841 i^ 

" Jas, McDowfell returns to Mr. Thomas his papers an,d desires to 
$ee him at his house, alt any. hoiur this morning that nday siiii Mr. 
Thomas' conv^iente. Saturday piomin^.^^ 

Of coqrsie I went immediateljr to. bis bpu,$(^ a3 invited^ ind.tberf 
-lyas received bjr Miss McDovrell, in the presence of her rnottier, in 
ibe kindest and most cordial m^naer. This I nlefntibni as ffood 
that the lather had invited die to visit bis bouse to see;, m>t hm^ 
but his daughter, When about leaving tbb house I wastakjBq by 
dor. IVtcD, into his study, where he in the ndost friendly o^^nner^ 
teoio^'ed all m^ difficulties. And I left hm ir^ ibe full belief tl^ 
nothing but my owil diiBd^hce had.madei me doubt, the disinterest 
fed affeetiod of his daughter, and the $ihcere friendship of her fSami** 
ly. Soon after my return to th6 h^tel in Leicingtoti, nte^rvrhioli 
i^lace Q6y* McDowell tbeit resided, I received from his da^ghl/ert 
most kind note, fi±ing d day for our marriage. The^pps { 
/Wrote to him apprising him of that fact, and exprefljs^ stlcfa fefV 
ings as the occasion called for* Although now no longer ^^fif^rtl^ 
dnder the hallucinations ascribe i0 tiie, I confess. my inabUitj^ 
-to explain, with certainty, th6 motiv09 that led him to iaddi:«i|9 Mi 
. li>)B.th«f folio wiag tefdy : 

- "i)car Sir^-rl can ojjly .^ay in reply to your note of this i|»9t; 
iij relation to my daughter^ tji^t :my. opp^^idr^io your ej$g9g^^0t 

^ithli^r is ended, but that my ecinvicti<>|i is even $trc)pg0« ^»d 
pwrt/UUer tb«i^ eVer,tbat tjhe fearftil ioeqw^ity of ^ge between jou^ 
-attd consequently of habits, and tastes, fiann.otbiit-r^lMier the cow- 
-illetion qi that engagement,- a mo$t unwifie'a«(d poriloas step- to. ymi 
• fe*tb* is Sallys hpwever, capnot realise rayrppprejbe^ipperijp this 
iScore, or realizing them in part, is peverth^l^^ det?^rminj?d to risk 
. ihwky tbe« aU \bat tfcan do is to'give w^y to h^t W^ and quietly 

- tefiMo^ its eieciltion. She h^, tbe?pf<^e,. ^y fell pef mission to 
j^f^iQ the ertg^gepimt.b^etweed i'oii; s^ she j)l§ps^s, apd would ib 
God that my heart — the fearfully foreboding heart of ap aptio^tf 

. pnd : delFotfld fatber-r-could jipHow that "permi^iop*^ with its 
^erfol€onsetft _ ■ Mwtjpjb^ptfaJlyyoursi . . _ 

ifon. Fr0»c%$ TAom0>s. J[aP-<^ l^oPPl^Pfct* 

I liad before, in the Mof 1830, ^i^tbie^ ittstanPe of C^. ^B««loii^ 
find tinder an assuranoe li-om him that^ sucsh vi^t x^on^l^d -be acc^pt- 
Pble to Mr. McDowell, visited tiov. Motifs, family as his tfaiit^-^ 
ter's suitor, and was kitfdly welcomed bjy all as su6hi in isSlI 
iklso twice vi^tied his family, and ray engagement to iilarry: igig 
dmighter v^ setded and anpoBnced^ ^t& time fixed fbtkmwj 
fcr suit his tonvenienet, <dM following «pmig< Thit ari^irgitiiiftt 

e 
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iras; ij|temi|)ted by me,^ancl "was restored by Oov. MeDowcIfras 
aboTe stated. After tiiis vrhat motive could have led bim to ad^ 
dress to me tbi? letter, so completely at variairce with his verba) 
communications on the day before its date? His manner in^our 
interview in the study had been most cordial and confiding ^ so 
much so as to make me rejoice at having renewed my attentions to 
lis daughter. At that time I was too much under the inftuence 
0^ pleasurable emotions to note, the marked diffidence between 
what he said on one day, and what he reduced to writing on thB 
next. There was no slow leave, wfren in conversation in his 
Btudyi in Gov. McI>oweirs grant of his daughter** hand: ju5t the 
ebntrary. But in his mysterious letter no proof, of his entire wil- 
lingness for the match is to be fqund. It is ridiculous to supf^ose 
that the true cause for this difference is assigned. There was no such 
^^fearful inequality" of ages, as to justify any fearful forebodings 
bi|i that account. I was then forty-two, his daughter was twenty 
jyears of age. I leave the public to decide why Qow McDoweM 
fcresaw in the marriage of his daughter the gloomiest, if not the 
inost fatal consequence, and assigned a reason for these anticipa- 
tions altogether inadequate. My own mode of accounting for^^ 
his portentous ^^nmsston, to what be most significantly calte the 
execution of her will, with ominous forebodings of direful results 
might, by some who do not know well the man, be considered 
uncharitable. Her disposition must have been known to her pa- 
vents. Not to allude again to all the disgusting details which bar- 
rassed me, the partner of my bed told me, in the first week of the 
moon supposed to be all love, that she had kissed a young man 
not of her family ; within a very few weeks afler, she charg^ an- 
other with attempting her pollution ; shortly afterwards she in- 
volved me in on inglorious controversy with a fourth; the ve«y 
night of our arrival at pur new home in Annapolis, my confidence 
was again disturbed. Well might the father of such a daughter 
predict disasters from her marriage. Well might he guard him- 
self from her future husband's reproaches, by a letter foretokening 
misfortunes of which he washed his hands. 
. I proceed now to the closing scene of this monstrous drama, 
j^st as foreshadowed by Gov. McDowell, a scene of vulgar vio- 
lence, in which he became the principal actor, fulfilling his own 
predictions. 

For more than a year after the separation I had remained soli- 
tary, and as far as possible silent and passive, suffering calumny 
and contumely, with the yet unsubdued tongiog after the woman^ 
. 1 ioved with infatuated devotion. In the course of that year, al- 
ways anxious to inform myself of her well-being, although then 
-IKMsessed of many of the terrible dev^lopements set forth in this 
I narrative, yet, still, at intervals not despairing of Mrs. Thomas' 
{^vindication, I listened with anxious expectation to all the tidings 
. ooAoerning her that reached me, especially to such as encouraged 
^^my hope ^m. honocaUe re-iinioa. Amongst the rest, I received 
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letters from frieiidfi that could not but make a itrong in^t'essioa 
t){>on me, from which the following are extracts : ' . 

Extract from a letter, dated July 28^A, 1842. ' ' 

. ^^My Dear Sir^ — I understand from a lady in Lexington, that 
Mrs. Thomas was delivered of a child about eight or ten days ago,!^ 
and I regret to inform you that the child was either born dead, or 
di?d soon after its birth. I saw a gentleman from Lexingtoq yes- 
terday, who says that Mrs. Thomas is doing well, and. is as w^U 
as usual in such cases. , 

I have hitherto been misled as to her situation by her faipily, 
who have strongly used all the means in their power to conceal it 
It is their determination to affect. a permanent separation between 
you. I have been unable to obtain certain information of the state 
of her feelings towards you, but it is the general opinion of her 
acquaintances about Lexington, that she is very much attached to 
you; indeed I am convinced of this from a conversation I had with 
one of her aunts a few days ago, and some anecdotes are related 
in Lexington which confirm it. Some one of her family, in di«- 
recting a letter to her, wrote her name Sarah McDowell instead of 
Thomas, which {distressed and insulted her very much. It is said 
also^ that^ proposition was made to her to apply for a divarce» 
which she indignantly, rejected and \«jas very much distressedt . 

I understandthat one of her aunts, on hearing of the death of 
her child, expressed great joy." 
Extract from a letter, dated October^ 3, 184^. 

**Jlfy Dear Sir, — Your wife had withdrawn entirely from society 
since she left you, and was not seen out of her father's house, e3t- 
eept occasionally in a carriage when she rode out for her health. 
Her attachment for you continues, and she will not permit any one 
to speak unkind of you in my presence. My wife was with mn 
in Lexington, and we did not see her at all. ' Since our return 
4KHne your wife paid her firstjirisit to her aunt, who lives near this 
•{dace, and attended preaching here for the first time, i understand, 
since she left you. As she appeared in public, my vnfe kit aw- 

tborised to pay her a visit at , and on reaching there found 

•sbe had rode out. My wife desired Mrs. -^ — to say to her on 
her return that she intended her visit for her, and in a day or two 
she returned my wife's visit alone, and being at home I introduced 
-berto my wife and yournieces. She was deeply affected at meet- 
'ing with us. On parting with us she agreed to dine with us the 
next day, and spent the next day with us and seemed to be happy 
with us, and was particularly affectionate with your nieces. A day 
or two- afterwards she went home. She expressed herself rery 
mxxeh gratified with her visit to my family, and very feeling^ 
-thanked my wife and myself for our kindness to her. When sIk 
parted with us she promised to meet us again soon, and said that 
ahe would not then return to her fatiier'sao soon, but for the dia- 
tfessing ne«Fa her mother bad just received of itfae death ofhtrnih 
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Ur. I baVe learaed f/om a fiiend 6f her^s uinc^j that nbe iwuft det 
lighted with her visit, ami very mttcb gratified with the viftU of 
my wife to her; but said she was very near sinking when she 
met me, as it reminded her so forcibly of the circumstances of our 
last rtieeting, (which wa^ at your wedding.) | had no o|)portu- 
liity to say any thing to her about you, or learn the atate of her 
feelings to you, but I have no doubt of her devotion to you, and 
if I had any doubt of it, b§r visit to my family would have re- 
moved it$ for she certainly would have no desire to visit your rela-i 
tives, and would not enjoy their eompany, if her affection for you 
<fid not remain. Sh0 talked to your nieces very affectionately about 
your s^isters at)d their children.'* - — = 

£xtract from a lietter addressed by F. Thomas to a friend in Virr 

ginia, dated -^-r, r— JSTovember 14, 1842. 

^ ^^Dear Sir^ — ^Yielding to your opinions as I have several times 
Jto the opinions of other friends, I have addressed a letter to my 
wife, of which 1 herein enclose a copy.** 

£xtraot from a letter, dated Richmond^ Jan. 23, 1843. 

"I h^d some conversation to-day generally with Mr. ■,fronn 
which I learned that Mrs. T's. health is bad. I also learaed 
through a brother churchman, who waa at my ' house from the 
upper country, that Bishop Meade had informed him she was very 
fieriously impressed^ on the subject of religion, and expected before 
long to be confirmed. 

." Hea* preference for the Episcopal Church would seem to pro-*- 
.oeed from her attachment for you ; your frieuds bebnging to it,, 
jw^ not Ws." * -^ '• 

. Thit Mrs. Thomas should have seemed to seek the stmetv oi 
inembers of my family ; that she appeared to, be happy in their 
ecMnpany; that she even talked of leaving the church in which she 
kad been educated ; and of joining that of which my faaiily were 
iiiemb«ffa;.all I deemed auspicious of her rj^turning to my pcottee*' 
fion not only ^^with rejoicing," but with setisfe^tojry prooft ef ifiL« 
Bocence that would make me rejoice 'also* ^ 

About the saime period there 4;ame wbat I cotild not but iala> 
pret is fevoraUe overtures from her father. Although he did ttot 
vrite to me, yet during the session of Ae Vifginb Legislature, ib 
the winter of 1843, he continually Kent to me a great maay puUio 
dooumerits ; not such as one Governor of a State sends to lAothb 
'er. Thus eaeouraged, and fondly believing thafall these oivcuBH 
atandes werlB prelinoiaary to the gratification of long okeriabedex* 
pectations, J ielt it to be my place as a man, and it deepty hiurv 
monised with my feelings, to put myself in the way of explana- 
ttofis, to invitd them, not to waituntill was met half way ^ but to 
aave. a woman the mortification of making approaches. Aceotd* 
i]^[ly I addressed to her the following afiiectionate'l^ler. That 
-ehe pinrt of this ktler maV b^ understood, itki.|nnoper^diitatc^ that 
^ latter of Nevetabtr 184S, aHiided to tn tbeoin^' wUoh^ollovt^ 
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M(! which bad been jeetur tied, contained ;m aaoiWji^iQtioi) qI my 
purposes, whenever satisfied that we could not be hpnorjably t^t 
united, to make a full disclosure of the causes of the ^epaiatioBi, 
Jis h^et friends had arraigned me before the public, I should be 
(sompelied to enter upon my defenee^ so as to repel their charges ; 
Fronds Tfunms to Mrs. Thamas. 

Annapolis, Feb'y. 20^ 1843. 

" It 15 impossible, my beautiful wife, for you to conceive the bit* 
ter regret 1 feel at the failure of every attempt to learn your incKn- 
ations. The return of my last letter I am sure grew out of a mis- 
conception of its character; and is not considered by me as proof 
that the' long cherished, still dearest hope of my heart must b^ 
fibandoned. It may be that I am yet destined to see you happy 
in occupying and enjoying that station I was ambitious to attain 
only for your sake, fn that hope I live, when that hope is blast- 
ed this life has Iqst all attractions for me, 

Your father has shown me no mercy. Still I sympathise in the 

' pain and privation of his present situation. Let me entreat you 

to point out any thing that can be done by me to reunite your fa-» 

ther's family, and restore happiness and peace to a wife, dear, very 

dear to the heart of your unhappy husband. 

To Mrs. S. a P. Thomas, Francis Thomas." 

After this letter tb^ reception of further documents from Oor, 
McDowell, could notbui lead me to believe that Mrs. Thomas' 

farents were favorable to that honorable reconciliation for which 
had mkde to much sacrifice of feeling. It is due to ti^uth to add 
that these pleasurable feelings wefe not without sflt^rnaic "doubts 
titid apprehensions, arising from what I considered impossibilities 
hi the "way. ^hey were brercome as witt apj>etir, and I addressed 
lilts. Thomas another letter as follows; • t 

Francis Thomas to Mrs. Thomas. ' [' 

" ANKAP0LI8^, Saturday^ March 26^ 1843, 
^ <^The aHeptioQ of my l^st note, and th^ reception. of several 

Jackets of documents under the .fraj^k qf your father,^ iQaii me to 
Qpe, my dea^^iyife, that neither you.ijor your parent? desire ouy 
finsd sf(par^tion# If of thi? I cptuld be fsm'tain, there is nothing to 
lii^iob I wo^Id not mosit ipheer(ully sqbmit, that you or tjb^ could 
^apt, to produce our re-union, • . . 

The. great difliculty with me, arises, from uqcertaipty as Ito your 
iDcUnatipn. On your mefe wish, in. tbi? a6S?i[, f very thing must 
fi^peujd. . Ho.w that is to .be ascertaine4 I know not. You will 
Mitheir correspond ^npr signify a willingness to^f^e i^^e^ I waa 
denied an interview at your Uncle Benton's in Washington : and 
baye not on that account visited Les^ingtofi until 1 could have 
i^me aasurancci that su^h a pr^ceciding, o^/my part, would not ba 
4iiiagi^al|le« Cpuld I; bi)t kno(w how .to a^t^ bo as to further tha 
^a(8(^^MA frf; my haart^ AO^alse piide^ Qaeli^mette^ ahpMld^ ia tliia 
p^^^9^99eiih infli^Qca (or n qum^^t pyconduc^ 
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' Aril I taking tCN> mock of my wife, in making most earnestly^ 
th6 request of her, to signify in some mode, that she does not coh*- 
sMer out final separation unavoidable ? 

Reimeniber, that it is a husband who appeals to a wife. And I 
•can add, recollect too, that the appeal comes from a husband wbose 
errors of sentiment or conduct may be all traced by an unprejudi- 
<;ed mind, to tbot which a wife could surely pardon excess ot love 
and affection* 

If all attempts to produce our reconciliation and re-union will 
be fruitless, envelope this and return it through the mail. If 
i;>therwise, retain it, and receive the eternal gratitude, as you have 
still the passionate affection of Your unhappy husband, 

Francis Thomas. 

Jo Mrs, S, C. P. Thomas, near Lexington.^^ 

Distrusting my own judgment, as I have ever done in this affair, 
I consulted a gentleman then near me, who, at my request, has 
since furnished the following letter, which gives the true state of 
things at that time : ^ 

" Annapolis, March 4^A, 1844* 

Dear Sir, — In answer to your note of the 2nd instant, I have 
to state, that "I have a distinct recollection of the conversation to 
wHTcb you have called my attention. Although I do not desire to 
te mixed up with the painful subject, yet I have no hesitation in 
complying with your request, by giving you a full statement of what 
was said by both you and me on the occasion to which you refer. 

During the session of 1842-3, you received through the mail 
several packets of legislative documents under the frank of Gov. 
McDowell of Virginia. On an examination of the character of 
these documents, I found many of them to be of a purely local 
nature, and of no kind of ii^terest to any one, living beyond the 
limits of the State of Virginia. I recollect the object of transmis- 
sion to you being a subject of much conversation between us. I 
gave it as my opinion, that Gov. McDowell had taken this mode 
to signify to you that he was willing that there should be a recon- 
ciliation between you and Mrs. Thomas, and that the transmissioQ 
6f those documents was a' delicate intimation of his desiie tbaft 
you should approach him upon the subject. I was indwsed- to 
adopt this opinion, becaiise I believed, that the matters which had 
led to your separation could be fuHy and satisfactorily explained, 
ahd because I could discover no other reason for the transmission 
of tmimportant documents, having only a local interest. The«e 
views I sustained with a good deal of earnestness. I did this, 
)!Fecause I felt a deep and sincere anxiety to see you and yturwifc 
ftrily reconciled.' 

'Some tJme fefter this, you informed ^me, \htt acting upon lay 
vijews of the matteir,/you had addressed a letter to your wife, in* 
fetmihg'her that jrou Imd received the papers alluded' to, and that 
&e reason for their ti^ansttnission w%is supposed 4o /be a 'desire oil 
her part, as well as that ^f lier fadier, ti^ briog you togedier Bgaili» 
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iiQcl if .such- was H^e reason in fact, and if a visit frotn.yoD iohei 
would be agreeable, that she would regain your letter;— if notf 
that she would return it. After the lapse t)f some weeks,,you told 
me that your letter bad not been returned, and asked ine what I 
thought; of it. I replied, that the retention by your wife of your 
letter, convinced me of her affection for you, and that you oughtf * 
by all means, to go out to Virginia to see her. you told me that 
you were willing to do every thing which an aiTectionate husband 
ought and could do, to have your diflScukies fully explained, an^ 
if possible, acranged, but that you suspected it was a mere decoy 
to ^et you in Virginia, and if you went there, that an interview 
-would be refused, and possibly personal violence offered to you. 
This view of the matter I ridiculed as absurd, and 1 did so, becauscr 
I believed the character of the friends of your wife forbid the be- 
lief that they would engage in any such miserable tricks.. After 
much conversation upon this point, you replied, that you would 
take my advice, and go to Virginia, and although you strongly 
suspected that I was wrong in my opinion as to the motives which 
dictated the, conduct of your wife^s friends, and although you be- 
lieved that it was more than possible that personal violence migjit 
be offered you, that you would nevertheless, go there wholly .un- 
armed to repel it, if offered. I approved of this determiriatioi^> 
and fJaid, that if 1 should be wrong and you right, in your opinioW' 
as to the treatment yoti anti<Jipaied, that the only effect would be, 
to disgrace those who could act,, as you supposed Gov. McDoyrelt' 
capable of acting. 

This, I believe, is the subject of the conversations to wliich^ 
you have referred. Very respectfully >v 

John C. LeXjrand.'?" 
My letter of the 36th of March, not being returned ta roe by 
Mw. Thomas aflter a lapse of ♦wenty days, when by due course of 
Kkailjt could have been aent back in^seven from its date, I went 
on my way to her father^s. I reached Staunton, thirty-six jmiles* 
this side of his residence, at teno'clock in^e morning. About 
mi hour aflerwards, Gov. and Mrs. McDoweH arrived t^rein ihe 
«tage from Richmond, accompanied by a gentleman of Iheic family 
coanexion. Supposing they were at his home near Lexington, 
stud had seen my letter to his daughter, and apprehending horn 
Hkieir being in Staunton some niistake, and at any rate destring, 
that our first meeting should not be in. the presence of others, I 
walked into the parior of the tavern and waited for. his entranee. 
As soon as he entered, we being in the roomi alone^ I respectfully 
pronounced lu» name. Without making any answer, studiofudy 
epncealing his feelings and designs, he went immediatdy outDf 
the room. In about half an hour afterwards, the stage for Lex- 
ington came to the door« 

Before his arrival, I had engaged my seat in this stagey Wh^n 
I.left the parlor to approach the stage, I found Mrs. MoDowellan 
k a^d Gov. McD« standing oa tl^ pa vemeai. surrounded by; af - 
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erow4 of persons apparently waiting for me. Betn^ lincertain dt 
the state of Gov. and Mrs. McDowell's feeKngs towards toe, T 
had not determined to claim ray seat in the stage, but leaving my 
Overcoat in the house, afpproached him that he might indicate our 
Yelktions. He rudely asked inhere I was going, and said I should 
ftot travel in that stages Before I (^ould reply to his last remark/ 
he struck at me with an umbrella. I seized it immediately, ana 
was wresting it froraf him, when his friends interfered and prevenft-J 
ed me from striking a blow. If he designed to settle our difficul- 
ties in this disgraceful manner, it would have been much moref 
Inanly to^hate attempted it vfhen we were alone in the parlor to-^ 
J^tber, and not to have waited until he was surrounded by hi^ 
friends, ^ho refused me even the^vulgar justice of fair play. 

After such a cowardly outrage as this, hardly sensible of the' 
presence of a lady, Mrs. McDowell having in the fideantinte re- 
created from the stage, he having disappeared, I insisted upon nar 
tight to the stage, entered it accordingly, and left my unmanly 
assailant to provide for himself another conveyance. This dls- 
ereditable refncounter, is stated thus particularly to rectify publit 
jufdgtDfent with regard to it, many details being omitted. 

It is not difl^ult to determine, that, this alleged repugnance to 
travel with me in a public stage was but a shallow peterfce. No 
dispassionate person can read this statement and hesitate to say, 
that the condescension in that respect itould iiave been all on my 
part. Gov. McDowell, I amf credibly informed, declared whtfn 
Jeaytng bonre to be inaugurated, that he ivould make no further 
6ppositioit to the re-niriion of his daughter arid m^fself^ Imnredi- 
iiit^ly after^ it has been shown, he commenced sending to me ptiK- 
lic documetits, thdt could be to me of value only as evidence of 
tbe eouifteious state of his feelings, as far as I was coifcehied. This 
^ffcodtimied daring the whole session of the Legislat«re, tmtll 
i faxd! received from him nabre than fifty such papers. When ixm^ 
ftovtted wttli binx at Baltimore, his conduct was most respeetflil^ 
Cottdliatory and kind» When we -v^ere in Washington city on 
neutral ground, he mtide no demonstrations of ho^ity. When 'V¥e 
#cre alone iri the parlor at Staunton he retreated. It is equalkr 
easy Aerefore, to decide, that liis mock todignation and oweof hhr 
. eustomaiy s6'uffies in a croWd, was but a desire to eover -the vi4lb- 
drawal of a daughter who c<ruld not be defended. But I atti iSfdt 
prepared!) as I desire to be, to ch»raetet*ise with perfsret cottildenoe 
the whiole infamous proceeding. That cannot be done, unle^ pab-^ 
lie oi»];iion in Virginia sh^ll compel its chief magistrate t^ meat 
me^B I hvre ptx^osed, bbfore a court of eiqutty,* so that all parti^ 
eonoerned may b^ witrresoes, and all these transaetio^il) and ti^' 
actbrs in them, be made' to stai^ up in their ^^ue colours befofe 
the public eye. Without that, I may fail to make others feel aa-f 
feel, the vast diflerenlce between the real and the t&)eatrioal charac- 
ters 4>f the performers in this drama, wherein are nicely Mend^ 
tdy fine aemtimtiita .and fopl^tctioM.* 
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I proceeded on my way to LexingtoD) where I must have am- 
Ted i^ery late at night. Twelve miles on this side of that place, I 
accidentally discovered, that Gov. McDowell had put in the maU 
a letter addressed to some one in Lexington, and had told the 
driver of his carriage he need not keep up with mine. 

Apprehending that I might be and indeed was to be assaulted by 
a mob, in the daric, on my arrival in Lexington, while my Staunton 
assailant would be out of my reach, I determined not to enter th# 

Elace that night.* The next morning, the following note, sent to me 
y express, showed, that my apprehensions were well-founded :t 

" Lexington, 19th ^t/, 1843. 
Got;. Thomas^ — Circumstances compel me to address this note 
in justice to myself and family. I cannot receive ypu as a guesli, 
The community is so much enraged against you, that the conse-t 
quences will be serious. Let me, a& a Publican, beg of you n6t 
to come to Lexington. Yours, A* T. Sloan." 

Mr. Thomas^ — The above, letter was forwarded you by my 
young mtfn at Mr. Layman's tavern. Mr.. Tbomaa^ my regard foe 

fou is sincere, and again, do not visit Lexington at this time. I 
could see you I could detail the matter more fully. 

Yours,^ A. T. Sloan.'^ 

The next day, I ascertained, that Gov. McDowell's letter was ad- 
dressed to the postmastM* at Lexington, and that idnmediately aftec 
the arrival of the stage, although it was aAer It o\{lock at nigfat„ 
several persons were at the tavern in pursuit of me, clamoring 
agaihil me for having, as they said, driven Mrs. McD. out of the 
stage; a piece of information they could not have had but from 
some one who had witnessed the scenul at Stauntom X teamed 
fromHhe s^me friend, that Mrs., Thomas was at her father'is house 
in the neighborhood, and after detaining my letter ten or twelve 
days had sent it bacjc to Annapolis. Refusing to be content with 
any verbal statement, and insisting upon hearing directly from, 
herself, I received the following letter :: 

'< CoLL-Axcro^ Saturday, ^fm/ 22, 1843. 

Your letter dated ^< Annapolis, Saturday, March 26, 1843,'' 
containing the sentence, * If all my attempts' to produce our recon* 
ciliation and re-union must be fruitless, envelope this and return 
it through the mail. If otherwise, retain it, and accept the eter-- 
nal gratitiide," Ac, &c., was received on 'Saturday the 2nd of 
April; and was retained a few days, that it might be seen by mr 
father and mother, whom I was daily expecting. But their 
absence being prolonged, I feared to delay any longer^ lest the- 
<!elay might occasion some misconception of my motive, and act-v 
ing upon the dictates oTmy owo* jjudgment, and without constraint 
^om any one, I accepted you;: own proposition, and, on Tuesday,, 
the 11th of April, enveloped your letter, and returned U unan-- 
swered to you at AnnappHs, by maik-^thereby^mgpg to an endi 
^1 intercourse between us. S. v. r^ 'WritfAS. 

To Francis Thomat.'' ^ 7 , 
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This litter was conclusive proof to me that she was co-operating 
with her friends. By inculcating the contrary belief many of my 
friends and sorafe of her friends, it will be perceived, had kept me 
silent and passive, while other friends of her's were warring mer- 
cilessly on my reputation. It was in trutli a state of profound and 
generous peace on my part ; of incessant and crdelvituperation on 
theirs. This letter has dissipated all my delusions as to the pos- 
sibility of her affection, and left me at full liberty to enter upon my 
own defenoe. 

On my way back, at Staunton, I learned that Gov. McDowell 
had left that place armed with two loaded pistols, notwithstand- 
ing which he avoided the taverns on our way where the stage was 
to stop, although one of them was kept by one of his family con- 
nexion, and I was unarmed. I learned there also, that two men 
were mounted on horseback to ride to Lexington and notify cer- 
tain persons I was in the stage; and was told by a respectable wit- 
ness, who is known to me, that an individual stood in the crowd 
during the rencounter at Staunton, with his hand on a loaded pis- 
tol, ready to shoot me if it had become necessary. Nothing but 
the fact of my being without a weapon to draw to compel the mob 
to stand off, it is possible prevented the execution of amost das- 
tafdly purpose. It is impossible to reflect upon these base iud 
cowardly proceedings, without expressing the utmost contempt 
and abhorrence for the character of the principal figure in tfa^ 
piece, the man who degrades while he occupies the chair of chief 
magistrate of a gallant State like Virginia. In keeping with his 
calunonies on my conduct? to his daughter, he has grossly misrep- 
resented thip affair at Staunton, and made it necessary for me 
thus to expose the conduct of a man who indulges with impunity 
the most unworthy malice and the basest passions cloaked under 
professions of religion from customary responsibility, and under- 
takes to vindicate his own honor and the honor of his family, in 
a miserable scuffle in a friendly crowd, who he was Well advised 
would protect him from injury. 

If any further insult had been necessary to restore gradually my 
independence, it was not long before it was offered. At a fair in^ 
Leiiington not very long after this, Mrs. Thomas made her ap- 
pearance, bringing with her a figure dressed in boys' clothing, on 
the collar of which was pinned the word "Governor," and to other 
parts of the dress of which were attached scraps of dogrel rhyme, 
all in her own hand writing, and offered it for sale to the highest 
bidder, while she herself flaunted about the room, boasting of her 
youth, health, and good spirits. This indecent and unfeeling at- 
tempt to make a man ridiculous, who from an unwillingness t& 
wound her sensibilities was enduring a mountain of unmerited ob- 
loquy in silence, served to satisfy me that I need not postpone my 
own vindication, under an apprehension that her mortification 
would be very poignant even at exposures like these. My bitter 
reluctance to mortify her mother was diminished somewhat by this 
same proceeding, as it must have had her sanction, -end was par«^ 
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ticiilariy dUcreditable to the parties concerned, as they well knew 
that of the young persons of both sexes ^yho were to be present 
at the fair, there would be several to whom i am nearly related, 
and whose eftjoyments could not but have been interwipted by this 
wanton and vulgar exhibition. 

By the gross and cowardly outrage at Staunton, Gk)v. McDow- 
ell's portentous prophesy for roy ill-starred marriage,^ was veriied 
to the letter of his prediction; He attempted to execute his toill^ 
after his daughter's had been executed, as he foretold it would be 
to disastrous results. And now that the divorce has been de- 
creed by him. in a street brawl, which he began and then iQed from, 
JTor an object he was compelled to abandon, let the rational and 
dispassionate decide, whether my method of vindicating his 
daughter, or his, is most kind, honorable or advantageous for her. 
If tenderly taken home, as I desired and urged, and the question 
settled by family arbitration, no public scandal would have ensued; 
no, not eyen though separation had been the issue. Even in that 
event, time, with its healing influences, would have left Mrs. 
I'homas unscathed. 

For many tedious months have I sought gentler redress ; eluci*- 
dation which would not hold up a female to public criticism^ 
Mrs. Thomas and her friends being^non-residents of the State, 
and beyond the jurisdiction of the courts where I reside, every 
lawyer knows I cannot, as plaintiff or complainant, before those 
tribunals, force them to answer my bill or interrogatories.. Without 
their consent therefore, I cannot' make that full and perfect record 
indispensable to such an adjudication of this horrible case, as wonld 
.do justice to all the parties concerned. Without such means of 
vindicating my character from the aspersions of that malicious host ^ 
of both sexes who have united in this ruthless assault, I am com- ' 
pelled, by this most reluctant publication, to unveil pay domestic 
misfortunes, and stand in that respect uncovered before the world. 
To many of my own friends, I foresee this must be most painful ; 
and feebler spirits th|in mine would shrink from and avoid it. But 
in me there can be no hesitation in chosing between the alterna- 
tives presented by my enemies, and offering myself evidence of 
my misfortunes, in preference to submitting in sili nee to gross and 
unjust imputations on my honor. These disclosures may gratify 
the base malice of the men, some of whom hold high stations, who 
have eagerly circulated the calumnies invented by Mrs. Thomas' 
friends. But such feelings, harmonizing as they do with the 
disgraceful motives of the same men, when assisting to make pub- 
lic my domestic affairs, are considered by me as proof, that my 
public conduct has afforded no means to gratify ignoble en- 
mity, and on that account ought not to cause in my friends, as it 
cannot in me, a moment's uneasiness. 

Driven to this last and most painful resort of publication, not 
one word have I set down in malice, or uttered in wantonness : 
much have I withheld, and in all that I publish, have endeavored 
to use language as mild as I can consistently, with a fair and intel^ 
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ligeni statement. Ai)d reiterate here an earnest hope, notwith- 
. standing all that has passed, for her acquittal. Moreover, if she 
was not, and is not now, I shall rejoice with a joy unspeakable, 
when she has 4>ecoine, as she can become, all that my glowing 
fancy painted her. 

' The blackguard catastrophe to which Qor. McDowell brought 
the drama at Staunton, which I most conscientiously so*ue;bt to 
settle amicably and peaceably at Lexington, by an honorable re- 
unilbn, or a decent add dignified separation, has at any rate roused 
me to self-defence, restored my independence of thought and action, 
struck the film awa^ which blinded me, and I think all must ac- 
knowledge, would justify my using much stronger language than 
I have done. Divulging some, but withbofdmg much of the 
dreadful details forced fro« me, my oath is always at the call of 
Mrs. Thomas' friends for the tf;We truth; What I 'have told is 
submitted with a dear conscience to all honorable men and virtuous 
women, as the reluctant, but indispensable vindication of one much 
abused, long forbearing, but now ready for ^ny contest, and' all 
events. 

This expose, preliminary to one of graver import, is* made under 
A deep and solemn conviction, that it is due, to the memory of my 
- mother, who could not have nurtured a son capable of wronging a 
woman, to the honest pride of a gray-haired father, whom dishonor 
never touched, to the good name of a large and respectable family, 
whose hitherto very happy and still upsullied circle has-been by 
these atrocious proceedings so cruelly disturbed, to a generous, 
host of politioal friends, who have repeatedly clothed me with high, 
public honor; and let me add, it is due to the honor of a man^ 
without fear, with self-respect unimpaired, resolved to live without 
imroacii, armed with the fortitude to repel wrong, prevent igno- 
mmv, and resent aggression. 

• FRANCIS THOMAS, 
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